
Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) led 
a historic trade mission to Khartoum, 
Sudan on December 3-7, 2017. This first 
trade mission to Sudan – less than two 
months after the U.S. government lifted 
economic sanctions in place for over 20 
years – afforded U.S. companies an up 
close and hands on experience in Sudan 
to gain a deeper understanding of Sudan’s 
current investment climate and business 
opportunities.
CCA President and CEO, Ms. Florizelle 
Liser and the Director for Investment and 
Infrastructure, Mr. Biova Kabine, led the 
trade mission to Sudan. The 21-person 
delegation of CCA members and other 
companies represented sectors from 
infrastructure, oil and gas, mining, health 
and medical supplies, and financial 
services. Participating companies included 
A&A Consultants Inc, ACROW Bridge, All 
American Logistics, Caterpillar, Diamond 
Fields International, General Electric, 
Shell, The Boeing Company, Trade and 
Development Bank, US Best Medical, 
Varian Medical Systems and Visa. The trade 
mission was sponsored by Sudatel and 
Trade and Development Bank (TDB).
“We received a very warm welcome 
in Sudan, and we came away with the 

knowledge that the government and people 
of Sudan are eager and ready to engage 
with U.S. businesses” said Ms. Liser. “I am 
grateful to the major sponsors of the trade 
mission (including Sudatel and the Trade 
and Development Bank), the Sudanese 
Government, the U.S. State Department 
and embassy in Khartoum, and to the 
participating companies and trade mission 
delegates, who made this historic trade 
mission a reality.”
The delegation was welcomed by senior 
Sudanese government officials, including 
Sudan’s Prime Minister, H.E. Bakri Hassan 
Saleh as well as its Foreign Affairs Minister, 
H.E. Prof. Ibrahim Ahmed Abdulaziz 
Ghandour, and also explored investment 
opportunities and networked with key 
business leaders in a market that had been 
closed off to U.S. investors due to the 
sanctions.
The delegation started its meetings with a 
briefing by the U.S. Embassy Khartoum’s 
Country Team as well as one by the 
World Bank, International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) country representatives which 
provided companies with an overview of 
the political and economic environment 
in Sudan as well as forecasts for Sudan’s 

Continued on page 11...

Africa: The Ultimate Comeback Story
Earlier this year, on November 7, the 
Government of the Republic of Côte 
d’Ivoire and the Millenium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC) signed a five-year, 
$524.7 million compact to spur economic 
growth, reduce poverty, and support 
regional stability and new business 
opportunities. I spoke on a panel alongside 
the Secretary General to the President of 
Côte d’Ivoire, Minister Patrick Achi, MCC 
Acting CEO, Jonathan Nash and Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 
Africa Program Director, Jennifer Cooke, to 
discuss the significance of the compact for 
Ivoirien economic growth and opportunities 
for partners, hopefully including U.S. 
companies, that will implement the 
compact. 
As we all sat through this discussion, I 
could not help reflecting on the fact that 
Cote d’Ivoire’s economic story over the 
last 10 years has been one of the greatest 
comeback stories. This small West African 
nation emerged from civil war in 2003 in a 
terrible state. In addition to the uncountable 
costs of war, international investors and 
businesses had also left Cote d’Ivoire in 
droves. Fourteen years later, the World Bank 
cites “growth, economic diversification, 
and education reforms” as the foundation 
of Cote d’Ivoire’s current success. It is 
one of the fastest growing and resilient 
economies even in the face of recent 
sluggish growth rates across the continent. 
And we heard from President Ouattara as 
well as other senior government officials 
of their interest in attracting U.S. firms and 
partners.
2017 has been a year of many changes 
in the U.S. and African political as well 
as economic landscape, and I think there 
are critical lessons that we should take 
from Cote d’Ivoire’s success. Earlier this 
month, on December 3rd through the 7th, 
CCA led a US delegation to the Republic 
of Sudan. Similar to Cote d’Ivoire, this 
was a country involved in a civil war 
and there was the additional burden of 
being under economic sanctions. With 
the lifting on U.S. economic sanctions in 
October, we decided to lead the first US 

Continued on next page...

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  T h e  C o r p o r a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  A f r i c a
AFRIC JOURNALThe A

eNOV/DEC
2017

CCA LEADS U.S. DELEGATION TO 
SUDAN ON HISTORIC TRADE MISSION

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

CCA President and CEO, Florizelle Liser welcomes delegates at the Sudan Business Forum



economic growth and business prospects. 
TDB President Admassu Tadesse provided 
valuable information to the delegates 
on how TDB can provide financing for 
projects, serving as a bridge mechanism 
while commercial banks are still 
considering when and how to move into 
the promising Sudanese market.
The trade mission featured a high-level 
business-to-government forum during 
which detailed presentations on various 
Sudanese sectors provided attending U.S. 
companies with in-depth information 
needed to inform their business decisions. 
The forum was opened by H.E. Mubarak 
al Fadil al Mahdi, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Investment. The Ministers 
of Finance and Economic Planning, 
H.E. Dr. Mohamed Othman Al-Rikabi; 
Agriculture and Forestry, H.E. Dr. Abdulatif 
Ahmed Mohamed Al Igeimi; Petroleum 
and Gas, H.E. Dr. Abdulrahman Osman 
Abdulrahman; Water Resources, Irrigation 
and Electricity, H.E. Mutz Mousa Abdalla 
Salim; Transport, Roads and Bridges, H.E. 
Engineer Makawi Mohamed Awad; Health, 
H.E. Bahar Idris Abu Garda Abulgasim; 
Minerals, H.E. Professor Hashim Ali 
Mohamed Salim; and Environment, Natural 
Resources and Physical Development, H.E. 
Dr. Hassan Abdulgadir Hilal were also in 
attendance. CCA trade mission delegates 
then had the opportunity to hold one-on-
one meetings with some ministers. 
The delegation continued the mission with 
business-to-business meetings with more 

than fifty company representatives that are 
members of the Sudanese Businessmen 
and Employers Federation and the U.S. 
Sudan Business Council. In a briefing by 
the Sudanese Central Bank, the Sudanese 
Bankers Association, and the Bank of 
Khartoum, the delegation heard from senior 
executives about the Sudanese financial 
services sector and discussed both the 
challenges and opportunities related to 
bank financing of business ventures and 
projects in Sudan. 
The delegation also participated in site 
visits; one to Sudatel’s Data Center – one 
of only two such centers in the region; and another to DAL Group facilities, 

which highlighted the company’s multiple 
business lines and allowed the delegates to 
visit the DAL Milk Factory and its modern 
dairy farm.
Due to the trade mission, several delegates 
have identified new business opportunities 
and potential local partners, collected key 
market data and made substantial progress 
on large transactions.
CCA leads several trade missions 
each year to explore investment 
opportunities across Africa. Visit www.
CorporateCouncilonAfrica.com to learn 
more about CCA’s programs and initiatives.

Continued on next page...
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H.E. Mubarak Al-Fadil Al-Mahdi, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Investment, gives opening remarks 
at the Sudan Business Forum

From L to R: Florizelle Liser, President and CEO, CCA, Mr. Tarig Hamza, President and CEO, Sudatel, 
H.E. Prof. Ibrahim Ahmed Abdulaziz Ghandour, Foreign Affairs Minister, Sudan

Mr. Admassu Tadesse, President and CEO, TDB 
gives opening remarks at the Sudan Business Forum

A cross section of Senior Sudanese government 
officials and CCA delegates at the Sudan 
Business Forum

H.E. Bakri Hassan Saleh, Prime Minister, Republic 
of Sudan

Chargé d’Affaires, Steven Koutsis, U.S. Embassy 
in Sudan

CCA LEADS U.S. DELEGATION TO SUDAN ON HISTORIC TRADE MISSION ...continued from front page.
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Delegates enjoy a cruise on the Nile River

Dr. Amin Abass, Chairman of the Sudanese Businessmen and Employers Federation addresses delegates

U.S. business delegates at the U.S.-Sudan 
Business Meeting

U.S. business delegates at the U.S.-Sudan 
Business Meeting

https://ccalive.eweblife.com/prm/CCA/my-rsvp/apply?record=407&date=1408&invitecode=PROMO5A34302008FC8


CCA President & CEO Florizelle Liser and senior Sudanese business and government officials

AGRICULTURE 
POWERING 
AFRICA’S ECONOMIC 
TRANSFORMATION

DOING BUSINESS IN SUDAN

On Monday, October 23, 2017, Corporate 
Council on Africa held a working group 
with Dr. K.Y. Amoako, Founding President, 
African Center for Economic Transformation 
(ACET) and Dr. Yaw Ansu (ACET) focused 
on discussing ACET’s 2017 African 
Transformation Report. Other participants 
included U.S. and African government 
officials, nonprofit organizations and 
private sector stakeholders with interests in 
agribusiness on the African continent. 

Dr. Amoako began by 
giving a brief overview 
of the mission and 
vision of ACET and 
where the think tank 
fits into the landscape 
of all the institutions 
working on African 
development. He 
explained that ACET 
is a think & do tank 
that provides rigorous 
research and policy 
advice for African 

governments and other stakeholders by 
helping them translate analysis into actions 
to deliver economic transformation that 
improves lives.

Dr. Ansu continued by 
giving a presentation 
focusing on key 
aspects of the 
report. He argued 
that agricultural 
transformation consist 
of two processes 
– modernizing 
farming by boosting 
productivity and 
strengthening the 
links between farms 
and other economic 

sectors, particularly manufacturing through 
agro-processing. 
He acknowledged challenges that need to 
be confronted, including access to land and 
security of tenure, weak value chains and an 
aging farming population but expressed hope 
considering opportunities such as expanding 
food markets for a growing African middle 
class, year-round sunshine for growing 
seasons and a youthful population that could 
be employed throughout the agricultural value 
chain. He was particularly keen on using 
technology and branding to enhance African 
commodities. Dr. Ansu underscored the need 
for African governments to enact business-
friendly policies and regulatory processes. He 
also implored African governments to embark 
on a two track industrialization strategy- 
leveraging a growing young labor force with 
an abundance of land and agricultural assets, 
stating that the two strategies complement 
each other.

On Monday, October 
16, the Corporate 
Council on Africa 
organized a working 
group with a Sudanese 
government delegation 
led by the Minister 
of Finance of Sudan, 
H.E. Mohamed Osman 
Suliman Alrikabi, U.S. 
Department of State 
officials and private 
sector stakeholders 
on doing business 
in Sudan. President 

and CEO of CCA, Florizelle Liser opened 
the event by pointing out the relevance of 
such a working group, especially following 
the effective removal of economic sanctions 
on the North African country by the U.S. 
government on October 12, 2017, after over 
two decades. She announced CCA’s plan to 
send a trade mission to Sudan in December 
with the aim of promoting greater business 
engagement between the U.S. and Sudan. 

Speakers from the 
U.S. government like 
Paul Sutphin, Senior 
Advisor, Office of the 
U.S. Special Envoy 
for Sudan and South 
Sudan, followed by 
explaining what will 
change and what will 
remain the same for 
U.S. and Sudanese 
entities as far as 
sanctions. He stated 
with reaffirmation from 

the other speakers that the decision by the 
U.S. government moves Sudan from a short 
list of countries that are under comprehensive 
sanctions to join a much larger group of 
countries under targeted sanctions. What 
this means is that U.S. persons are no 
longer restricted from doing financial and 
business transactions with Sudan. Though 
Sudan remains on the list of State Sponsors 
of terrorism, the team asserted that both 
governments are working cooperatively on 
benchmarks/targets that needs to be achieved 
before the removal from that list. 

H.E. Mohamed Osman Suliman Alrikabi, 
Sudanese Finance Minister, focused his 
remarks on the opportunities that could be 
capitalized by American firms in the sectors of 
manufacturing, agriculture, ICT and tourism. 
He continued by stating that Sudan is also 
endowed with various natural resources 
like oil and gas, fresh water, livestock and 
gold. The Honorable Minister emphasized 
the Sudanese government’s readiness to 
do business based on its commitment to 
the principles of free market, affirming the 
critical role of local and foreign private sector 
stakeholders.

K.Y. Amoako

Yaw Ansu

Mohamed Osman 
Suliman Alrikabi

Paul Sutphin
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H.E. Mohamed Osman Suliman Alrikabi, Sudanese 
Minister of Finance and other senior Sudanese 
Government officials presenting investment 
opportunities in Sudan to working group attendees

A cross-section of Sudanese government delegates, 
U.S department of state officials and private sector 
stakeholders at the Sudan working group



A DISCUSSION WITH 
BRANDSEYE – THE 
WORLD’S LEADING 
OPINION MINING 
COMPANY                                                                                           

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: 
U.S. ENGAGEMENT IN AFRICA

On Wednesday, November 29, 2017, 
Corporate Council on Africa held a working 
group with Mr. Colin Habberton, Director 
of Global Partnerships at BrandsEye Data 
Mining Company. BrandsEye is a South 
African company that has worked with 
clients on issues ranging from customer 
reaction to brands, to experience audits and 
interventions, performance benchmarking, 
foreign and domestic policy, political 
campaigning messaging and more. The 
discussion with CCA and its members focused 
on how BrandsEye, the world’s largest 
opinion mining company, gathers online 
conversation data related to a particular 
theme, organization or person to accurately 
understand how people feel about policies, 
people and brands and how these insights 
then help clients make strategic decisions. 

Mr. Habberton provided a brief overview of 
their work and where the company fits into 
the landscape of all the institutions working in 
Africa and the rest of the world. He explained 
that BrandsEye is not a consulting firm, it does 
not design campaigns and neither is it a PR 
company. He likened the equivalency of what 
BrandsEye is to a gold mining company that 
mines and distribute gold to its clients. What 
the client does with the gold is completely up 
to that client.
He stated that BrandsEye provides its clients 
with insights to the sentiments of people 
where they operate. He argued that in this age 
where the world is faced with the threat of the 
“weaponization” of information, BrandsEye 
offers education to their numerous clients 
ranging from governments (national, regional 
and municipal), corporations, and non- profit 
organizations on how to better engage their 
target population. 
When it comes to governments, BrandsEye 
has worked with cities in helping them 
understand how people feel about certain 
services and their delivery. He provided 
an example related to transit services and 
contended that what was crucial for such 
a project “was not just understanding how 
people are feeling about public transport in 
their cities but also the comparison between 
how the city is doing in relation to other 
cities.”

On Wednesday, December 13, 2017, Dr. 
Jeffrey Sturchio, President and CEO of Rabin 
Martin chaired a working group discussion 
with Dr. Samuel Adeniyi-Jones, Director, 
Africa Region at the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). Other 
members of the team included Park, Senior 
Policy Analyst and coordinator of the U.S. 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR), Jose Fernandez, Global Health 
Security Agenda Team Leader, and Dr. Elana 
Clarke, Senior Global Health Officer for 
Africa. The focus of the discussion was HHS’ 
engagement with Africa, as well as how 
the private sector can engage with  African 
governments in the healthcare industry, in 
areas including global health security and 
preventing outbreaks within the African 
region.
Dr. Adeniyi-Jones began his remarks by 
explaining the intricate relationships with 
African governments, NGOs, civil society, 
bilateral and multilateral institutions. 
The HHS Africa Regional Office provides 
essential diplomatic support for HHS’ work 
with sub-Saharan Africa. They maintain and 
strengthen relationships with sub-Saharan 
African governments, particularly Ministries 
of Health, and align their efforts with 
partners from multilateral organizations, 
country governments and non-governmental 
organizations in order to protect and 
promote health and wellbeing across Africa. 
HHS coordinates with the WHO Africa 
Regional Office (AFRO) on disease outbreak 
response, the African Union (AU) and various 
other regional health organizations on the 
continent. The team includes both individuals 
in Washington D.C. as well as a Health 
Attaché based in Pretoria, South Africa. With 
respect to working with the African Union, 

HHS has successfully implemented the 
African Centre for Disease Control. 
Dr. Adeniyi-Jones identified challenges that 
HHS confronts in coordination when working 
in the U.S. interagency process with respect 
to management and the implementation 
of programs; as well as the difficulties in 
coordinating responses to disease outbreaks. 
On the African side, he stated that African 
governments must provide support to their 
healthcare systems and be willing and able 
to make changes, if necessary. He strongly 
emphasized that the “initial move from 
countries makes a big difference” in terms of 
outcomes. 
Dr. Adeniyi-Jones stated the importance of 
engaging with both the U.S. and African 
private sectors to advance healthcare systems 
in Africa. Moreover, this relationship benefits 
the U.S. since “lessons learned” might be 
applicable in the United States. 

From L to R -Emily Lauer-Bader, Project Hope, 
Jennifer Cheong, South African Embassy, Patricia 
Sheikh, CCA, Colin Habberton, BrandsEye, Akaego 
Okoye, CCA, Deborah Broke, South African Airways 
and Malose Letsoalo, South African Embassy
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From L to R: Patricia Sheikh, CCA, Dr. Jeffrey L. 
Sturchio, Rabin Martin, Dr. Samuel Adeniyi-Jones, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services



CCA’S NEW PRESIDENT, ANNUAL MEMBERS’ MEETING AND INAUGURAL POLICY ROUNDTABLES

YEAR IN REVIEW
In an era of shifting policy and changing markets, CCA stayed committed to championing 

business and investment between the U.S. and Africa. Below is a glimpse of our year in photos. 

WEST AFRICA TOUR | ACCRA, GHANA AND LAGOS, NIGERIA 

AFRICA FINANCE FORUM | WASHINGTON, DC
CCA hosted 135 delegates at its Africa Finance Forum in Washington DC, on April 20, 2017. Delegates included project developers, 
financiers and African government representatives key to infrastructure development in Africa.

CCA President and CEO, Florizelle Liser met with H.E. Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, the Vice President of Nigeria and other high-level 
government officials and business leaders on her first official trip to West Africa as part of the ongoing effort to promote trade, 
investment and business engagement between the United States and West-Africa.
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Florizelle Liser shares her vision for CCA to be 
the most valuable resource for companies and 
organizations doing business in Africa as she began 
her tenure as President and CEO 

Cross section of CCA members at the 2017 
members’ meeting in Washington, DC

At the inaugural Africa Business Dialogue, CCA 
members and key stakeholders in the Agribusiness, 
Energy and Power, Infrastructure and Technology 
sectors discussed the U.S.-Africa business landscape 
and made solution-driven policy recommendations.

Mr. Aliko Dangote hosted a private dinner with CCA 
President, Florie Liser, Mr. Ovia and leading Nigerian 
private sector stakeholders to discuss greater U.S.-
Nigeria investment and business partnership.

H.E. Thierry Tanoh, Minister of Petroleum, Energy 
and Renewable Energy Development, Republic of 
Côte d’Ivoire giving a presentation on the Ivorian 
energy sector.

H.E. Abdoulaye Bio Tchane, Minister of State for 
Planning and Development (speaking) and Alain 
Ebobisse, CEO, Africa50.and Renewable Energy 
Development, Republic of Côte d’Ivoire giving a 
presentation on the Ivorian energy sector.

Hon. Claver Gatete, Minister of Finance and 
Economic Planning, Republic of Rwanda speaking 
on public sector financing with Staci Warden of 
Milken Institute (R) and Ignacio Temerlin of Citi (L).

Florizelle Liser (L) and Hon. Alan Kyerematen (R), 
Minister of Trade and Industry, Republic of Ghana 
discussed greater U.S.-Ghana business, trade 
and investment.

CCA President and CEO, Florizelle Liser and H.E. 
Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, Vice President, Republic of 
Nigeria



11TH U.S.-AFRICA BUSINESS SUMMIT | WASHINGTON, DC

ATA WORLD TOURISM CONFERENCE | KIGALI, RWANDA

CCA convened more than 800 government and business leaders for its 11th Biennial U.S.-Africa Business Summit hosted in Washington 
DC from June 13-16, 2017. The 2017 Summit focused on the “U.S. Stake in Africa” and aimed to shape and promote effective U.S.-
Africa trade and investment policies under the Trump Administration.

The Africa Travel Association (ATA) hosted more than 200 public and private stakeholders in the African tourism sector at the 41st 
Annual World Tourism Conference in Kigali, Rwanda from August 28-31, 2017. The conference was attended by H.E. Paul Kagame, 
President of the Republic of Rwanda, who gave the keynote address.
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H.E. Filipe Nyusi, President of the Republic of 
Mozambique

Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, President of the African 
Development Bank

Honorable Wilbur Ross, U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce

From L to R: Amb. Erica Barks Ruggles, United States Ambassador to Rwanda, Florizelle Liser, CCA President 
& CEO, H.E. President Paul Kagame, Republic of Rwanda, Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, UNCTAD Secretary-General, 
Ms. Clare Akamanzi, CEO of RDB

H.E. Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of 
Rwanda gives opening remarks at ATA’s Tourism 
Conference in Kigali

From L to R - Florizelle Liser, CCA and Hon. Marcel De Souza, ECOWAS signing MOU to facilitate U.S.-West 
Africa business

Representative Karen Bass addresses delegates at 
Congressional Dialogue



AGOA FORUM PRIVATE SECTOR DIALOGUE | LOME, TOGO

SPECIAL EVENTS ON THE SIDELINES OF UNGA | NEW YORK, NY

TRADE MISSION: REPUBLIC OF SUDANNEW OFFICE 

In August 2017, CCA, U.S. and African government officials, and private sector representatives participated in lively discussions in 
support of this year’s AGOA Forum theme - “U.S. and Africa Partnering for Prosperity through Trade”.

On the sidelines of the 2017 UNGA meetings, CCA hosted six key meetings on the future of U.S.-Africa relations, African economic 
reforms, healthcare priorities on the continent as well as special by-invitation CEO investor roundtables with Heads of State and other 
senior officials of Nigeria, Gabon, and Equatorial Guinea.

CCA moved two floors up to a new office space in November 
2017. Our new address is 1100 17th Street NW, Suite 1200, 
Washington DC 20036.

Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) led an historic trade mission 
to Khartoum, Sudan on December 3-7, 2017 following the U.S. 
administration’s decision to lift economic sanctions on the country 
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Opening ceremony at the AGOA conference, Lome Togo

From L to R: Mr. Olowo-n’djo Tchala, Alaffia, Mr. Olivier Bersia, Flexknit, 
Madagascar, Ms. Etagegne Belay, PVH, Ms. Brooke Buchanan, Whole Foods 
Market, Mr. Ikechukwu Ofuani, Procter and Gamble

Front view of new CCA office
H.E. Prof. Ibrahim Ahmed Abdulaziz Ghandour, Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Republic of Sudan and the trade mission delegation 

Dr. Mwele Ntuli Malecela, Director for the Regional Office for Africa at the 
World Health Organization gives keynote address at CCA Health Forum

From L to R: Iain Elder, Shearman and Sterling, Florizelle Liser, Corporate Council 
on Africa, H.E. Paul Kagame, Republic of Rwanda, Kimberly Heimert, Shearman 
and Sterling LLP, Aliko Dangote, Dangote Group, Rosa Whitaker, Whitaker Group



 Visa Checkout enables you to make online purchases securely and 
safely, taking out the discomfort of having to upload credit and debit 
card details to multiple sites. It also offers a fully tokenised, secure, 
one-click option to purchase goods across a wide variety of mer-
chants – meaning that a variety of shopping tastes and preferences 
are met in a seamless, convenient and safe user journey.

Sign up at www.visacheckout.com

This summer Kojo Baffoe 
partnered with 
Visa Checkout to shop 
his story 

#VISACHECKOUT
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RECENT EVENTS
9/26: CCA’s East Africa Working Group 
presents a “Networking Reception with 
a Delegation of Solar Power and Energy 
Storage Experts from Kenya”
10/10: FTI Consulting in partnership 
with CCA present “Ghana: The Choice 
Investment Destination,” a briefing by Ken 
Oori Atta, Minister of Finance, Republic of 
Ghana
10/16: CCA presents “Doing Business in 
Sudan” with guest speakers from the U.S. 
and Sudanese Governments
10/23: CCA’s Agriculture Working Group 
presents “A Discussion on the 2017 African 
Transformation Report” with guest speaker 
Yaw Ansu, Chief Economist African Center 
for Economic Transformation, chaired by 
Philip de Leon, Director, Public Affairs & 
International Business Development, AGCO 
Corporation
11/9: CCA presents “A Roundtable 
Discussion on South Africa’s Intellectual 
Property Policy” with guest speaker Ms. 
Xolelwa Mlumbi-Peter, Deputy Director 
General, Department of Trade and Industry, 
South Africa
11/17: CCA, in partnership with BCIU, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce and USIP, 
presents “Closing Reception in honor of 
the Ministerial on Trade, Security, and 
Governance in Africa”
11/29: CCA’s East Africa Working Group 
presents “A Discussion with BrandsEye 
– The world’s leading opinion mining 
company” with guest speaker Colin 
Habberton, Director, Global Partnerships, 
Brands Eye Data Mining Company
12/4-7: CCA leads Trade Mission to the 
Republic of Sudan, Khartoum, Sudan
12/13: CCA’s Health Working Group 
presents “Health and Human Services: U.S. 
Engagement in Africa” with guest speaker 
Dr. Samuel Adeniyi-Jones, Director, Africa 
Region U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new members.  

New Members in 2017
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Aluko & Oyebode
Barloworld Namibia (pty) Ltd
BP America
Carnegie Mellon University
Cohen and Gresser
Creative Associates International
Dupont Pioneer
Hydromine Inc.
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sudatel Telecom Group
Swale House Partners
Tetra Tech ES Inc.
TransAfrica Capital
Trimble Inc. 

New Members in 2018
APR Energy
Manatt, Phelps & Philips
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President and CEO of the Corporate Council on Africa Florizelle Liser, MCC Acting CEO Jonathan Nash, and 
Secretary General to the President of Côte d’Ivoire Minister Patrick Achi join CSIS Africa Program Director 
Jennifer Cooke for a discussion on MCC’s compact with Côte d’Ivoire

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ...continued from front page.

trade mission to Sudan in over 20 years 
because we recognized the importance 
of bringing investors in early to support 
Sudan’s growth and development. Limited 
knowledge about opportunities in Africa 
remains one of the biggest barriers to 
doing business. CCA member companies 
and other delegates on the mission got 
an up close, hands on experience in 
Sudan to gain a clear understanding of 
Sudan’s current investment climate and 
business opportunities. We ensured that 
they met with senior government officials 
critical to approving projects; institutional 
stakeholders such as the World Bank and 
the African Development Bank (AfDB); 
the top financial institutions, including 
the Sudanese Central Bank, the Sudanese 
Bankers Association, and the Bank of 
Khartoum, to understand how businesses 
can access financing; and local business 
leaders such as Sudatel and DAL Group to 
gain insight into how successful Sudanese 
businesses are operating and the potential 
for partnerships of such companies with 
U.S. businesses. 
Similar to Cote d’Ivoire, the Sudanese 
government and business leaders recognize 
that attracting investment, particularly 
from U.S. companies that are known for 
high quality products and willingness to 
transfer skills and technology, will be key 
to long-term growth. They are looking 
to do business with U.S. companies in 
agribusiness, energy, health, infrastructure, 
financial services and ICT. 
Another African nation that we are 
watching closely is Zimbabwe. Recently 
inaugurated President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, has announced a “new 
economic order” which signals 
potentially huge shifts from Mugabe-era 
economic policies. One of the key parts 
of this strategy will be attracting foreign 
investment back to the southern African 
nation. In addition to its arable land and 
bountiful resources, Zimbabwe also has 
one of the most educated workforces on the 
continent. Now is the time for all of us to 
think about what these policies could mean 
to potential U.S. investors and partners.
These kinds of comeback (or potential 

comeback) stories in Africa support the 
findings of the recently issued Trump 
Administration U.S. Security Strategy which 
cites that “Africa remains a continent of 
promise and enduring challenges” … 
and “contains many of the world’s fastest 
growing economies, which represent 
potential new markets for U.S. goods and 
services”. As a priority for future U.S. 
economic engagement with Africa, the 
strategy highlights the U.S. commitment 
to “expand trade and commercial ties to 
create jobs and build wealth for Americans 
and Africans” and “work with reform-
oriented governments to help establish 
conditions that can transform them into 
trading partners and improve their business 
environment.” 
CCA – through its 23 years – has been 
a staunch believer in and supporter of 
African comeback and other stories of 
the continent’s economic success and 
potential. In my first year as CCA President, 
this organization has built on our brand 
as well as revitalized our vision for U.S.-
Africa business engagement. With a small, 
talented staff, we organized a number of 
events in 2017 – including two world-class 
conferences - the U.S.-Africa Business 
Summit in Washington, DC and the World 
Tourism Conference in Kigali, Rwanda; 
Forums at AGOA, UNGA and on the 
sidelines of the World Bank/IMF spring and 
fall meetings; and I met with numerous 
African officials and business executives as 
I traveled across the continent. As business 
needs in the US and Africa evolve, CCA is 
also committed to evolving and adapting to 
ensure that this organization is consistently 
providing the highest value to our members 
and stakeholders.
The fact is that any company seeking to 
grow will no longer be able to ignore a 
marketplace as large as Africa. I personally 
believe that there are many comeback 
stories on the continent waiting to happen, 
but they will require vision and a long term 
strategic approach. CCA is planning a 2018 
calendar of exciting events and initiatives, 
and is ready to strategically partner with 
you as you create the next comeback 
and success stories in U.S.-Africa trade, 
investment, and business.
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ABOUT US
Corporate Council on Africa is the leading U.S. business association focused solely 
on connecting business interests in Africa. Established in 1993 to promote business 
and investment between the United States and the nations of Africa, the Corporate 
Council on Africa serves as a neutral, trusted intermediary connecting its member 
firms with the essential government and business leaders they need to do business 

and succeed in Africa. The Council’s membership represents nearly 85 percent 
of total U.S. private sector investments in Africa. They represent a diverse pool of 
industries from Africa’s most promising sectors, including agribusiness, energy, 

finance, health, ICT, infrastructure, security, tourism and trade facilitation.

Corporate Council on Africa is a key resource for conducting successful business 
in Africa. We work closely with governments, multilateral groups and businesses to 
improve Africa’s trade and investment climate and to raise the profile of Africa in the 

U.S. business community. CCA provides member companies with greater access, 
connections and insight for doing business between the United States and Africa 

through a number of sector- and country-specific working groups, high-level special 
events, business conferences, customized member services, trade missions and 

advocacy programs.

For more information, please visit 
www.corporatecouncilonafrica.com.
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