
The Africa Travel Association (ATA) hosted 
the 41st Annual World Tourism Conference 
in Kigali, Rwanda from August 28-31, 2017. 
The conference, which was developed to 
promote tourism as an engine for economic 
growth across Africa, was attended by H.E. 
Paul Kagame, President of the Republic 
of Rwanda, who delivered the keynote 
address.
Hosted in collaboration with the Rwanda 
Development Board (RDB), The 41st 
Annual World Tourism Conference attracted 
a select group of more than 200 public and 

private stakeholders in the African tourism 
sector including ministers of tourism, 
senior officials of national tourism boards 
from across the continent, airlines, hotels, 
travel agents and tour operators, as well 
digital platforms and service providers in 
the tourism industry such as TripAdvisor, 
Expedia, MasterCard, Tastemakers Africa, 
Facebook, Uber, Afro Tourism, Tourvest, 
and Marriott International.
In addition to President Kagame, other 
notable guests included Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, 
UNCTAD Secretary-General, Ms. Clare 
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It has been a busy 
and very productive 
few months here 
at CCA. We were 
in Lomé, Togo in 
early August for 
the African Growth 
and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA) Forum. 
We jetted off to 
Kigali, Rwanda 
for the first Africa 
Travel Association 
(ATA) World Tourism 

Conference under CCA leadership and 
finally, we just returned from New York, 
where we hosted several key events on the 
sidelines of the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA). As I reflect on the 
discussions and interactions I have had 
these past two months, there has been a 
recurring theme on the importance of the 
diversification of African economies. 
Economic diversification is not a new 
idea and I would argue that it is a 
concept upon which the world’s most 
successful economies are built. However, 
it is particularly interesting in the African 
context. For some countries, the fall in 
commodity prices have necessitated 
governments and private businesses to 
focus on new sectors. For other countries, 
which have planned for diversification, 
there is a growing awareness that these 
sectors cannot develop in a vacuum. 
During the AGOA Forum, senior U.S. 
officials met with African Ministers of trade, 
U.S. and African companies benefitting 
from AGOA trade, and members of civil 
society to discuss the importance of value 
addition – i.e., Africans adding value to 
their commodities.  More importantly, 
there were examples of African businesses 
supplying a range of value added products 
to major U.S. buyers, and by doing so 
becoming part of global value chains that 
support investment and job creation on the 
continent while making U.S. businesses 
more efficient and profitable.  The story 
of Alaffia – a U.S. socially conscious 
enterprise run by a Togolese and American 
couple that is producing high quality shea 
butter being sold to Whole Foods – is one 
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Akamanzi, CEO of RDB and the United 
States Ambassador to Rwanda, Amb. Erica 
Barks Ruggles. 
“Rwanda, like other countries on the 
continent, is keen to convert our favorable 
demographics into economic growth and 
prosperity,” said President Kagame in his 
keynote address. “The services sector – in 
particular, tourism – provides some of the 
best opportunities.”

Tourism is already doing well in Rwanda 
and the country is a strong example of 
how tourism can boost economic growth. 
The tourism sector is the country’s largest 
foreign exchange earner and Rwanda has 
liberalized its visa policies, which has led 
to a huge growth in tourists especially from 
Africa. The government is also investing 
heavily in infrastructure including a new 
airport to support a growing number 
of tourists. President Kagame did note 
however, that more could still be done 
to grow Rwandan tourism especially 
by harnessing technology and the new 
opportunities technological innovation can 
bring.
“This conference is particularly important 
to us, because tourism plays a key role 
in Rwanda’s economy,” said Ms. Clare 
Akamanzi, CEO of RDB, who welcomed 
attendees to Rwanda. According to Ms. 
Akamanzi, Rwanda’s tourism receipts 
doubled between 2010 and 2016 to more 
than USD $400 million.
CCA President and CEO, Ms. Florie Liser 
focused on the unique role ATA and CCA 

will play in the sector’s development. 
“Under CCA’s new vision and leadership, 
I would like to affirm our commitment to 
continuing the promotion of sustainable 
development of tourism to and within 
Africa through new initiatives,” said 
Ms. Liser. One of those initiatives, 
ATAcademy, is a platform to support 
capacity building and inclusive growth 
for tourism professionals on the continent. 
The second initiative, ATA Connex, will 
focus on increasing investments in tourism 

Continued on next page...
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Amb. Erica Barks Ruggles, United States 
Ambassador to Rwanda

Ms. Clare Akamanzi, CEO of RDB

From L to R: Amb. Erica Barks Ruggles, United States Ambassador to Rwanda, Florizelle Liser, CCA President & CEO, H.E. President Kagame, Republic of Rwanda, Dr. 
Mukhisa Kituyi, UNCTAD Secretary-General, Ms. Clare Akamanzi, CEO of RDB 



On Monday, July 31, 2017, Corporate 
Council on Africa held a working group 
focused on the World Trade Organization’s 
(WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 
with Christina Kopitopoulos, USTR Director 
for Customs and Trade Affairs, WTO and 
Multilateral Affairs, United States Trade 
Representative. The TFA agreement entered 
into force on February 22, 2017. Ms. 
Kopitopoulos discussed the background 
of the FTA agreement and how all WTO 
member countries could implement and 

benefit from the Agreement. 
The TFA, the WTO’s first multilateral 
agreement in its 21-year history, is broken 
down into three sections. Section I deals 
with the transportation of goods, including 
goods in transit and clarifying Articles V, 
VIII, and X of the 1994 General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) dealing with 
customs procedures. Sections II and III 
allow for countries to implement the 
agreement at a pace that is appropriate 
to their level of development, and 

establish a permanent committee on trade 
facilitation at the WTO. Section II focuses 
on special and differential treatment 
(SDT). Countries can separate their 
commitments into Category A, B and C to 
denote commitments they will implement 
by the time the agreement enters into 
force, commitments that entail a transition 
period, and commitments that will need 
a transition period and capacity building 
assistance, respectively.
To ensure that the TFA meets the needs of 
the various parties involved, the agreement 
defines requirements for National Trade 
Facilitation Bodies (NTFBs) and Advanced 
Rulings. Additionally, the agreement 
establishes the TFA Facility and the Global 
Alliance for Trade Facilitation. NTFBs 
oversee the implementation of the TFA 
while Advanced Rulings make it possible 
for traders to know how goods are 
classified prior to them being transported. 
The TFA Facility helps developing and 
least developed country members create 
notifications, and provides capacity 
building and implementation assistance 
from regional and multilateral agencies. 
Finally, the Global Alliance for Trade 
Facilitation is a public-private platform 
focused on utilizing businesses to support 
trade facilitation.
In an effort to help boost confidence in 
the TFA, the United States has prioritized 
transparency in its notification and 
implementation process.
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through facilitated business-to-business and 
business-to-government linkages. 
As part of the ATAcademy initiative, ATA 
hosted a series of capacity building sessions 
at the conference. Travel agents and tour 
operators attended sessions focused on 
North American travelers and on the 
tourism market and sustainability. “The 
United States - we are pleased to say - 
accounts for the single largest source of 
tourism in Rwanda as well as the largest 
single bilateral foreign direct investment 
country,” said U.S. Ambassador Erica Barks 
Ruggles.
UNCTAD Secretary-General, Dr. Mukhisa 
Kituyi, shared highlights of the recent 

UNCTAD report on African tourism, 
Economic Development in Africa Report 
2017: Tourism for Transformative and 
Inclusive Growth. “The most startling and 
interesting discovery in our study is that 
by far, the fastest growing tourism in Africa 
is intra-African tourism,” said Dr, Kituyi. 
“Intra-African tourism is 12 months a year.” 
Over the last 10 years, intra-African tourism 
has grown from 34 percent to 44 percent 
of total African tourism revenues and is 
projected to be more than 50 percent in the 
next 10 years. Dr. Kituyi also emphasized 
a need to change Africa’s image perception 
and the importance of peace and security 
for tourism to thrive.  
In less than 15 years, Africa’s travel and 
hospitality industries have quadrupled in 
size, and the continent remains one of the 

world’s fastest-growing tourist destinations, 
second only to Southeast Asia. The 41st 
World Tourism Conference featured more 
than 20 in-depth plenaries and breakout 
sessions with industry experts and 
professionals to discuss the latest trends and 
insights in African tourism and how best to 
grow the continent’s market share. 
This year was the first time ATA’s Tourism 
Conference was hosted in Rwanda. The 
conference aligned with Kwita Izina, 
Rwanda’s annual gorilla naming ceremony, 
a national celebration creating awareness 
of the country’s efforts to protect the jewel 
of Rwanda’s tourism crown: the mountain 
gorillas and their habitat.
Visit ATArwanda.com for recaps on sessions 
at the conference.
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Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, UNCTAD Secretary General 

Cross section of panelists at the Tourism Conference

OVERVIEW OF THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION’S 
TRADE FACILITATION AGREEMENT

http://conference.africatravelassociation.org


A WARM SOUTH AFRICAN 
“SAWUBONA”

In South Africa, sawubona means welcome. We warmly welcome you onboard our Premium
Business Class, where you will experience fully-fl at seats, gourmet cuisine, award-winning
South African wines and a wide selection of entertainment. Together with our partners,
we connect you from over 100 North American cities to 75 destinations in Africa. We are
Africa’s most awarded airline, which includes earning a 4-star rating from Skytrax for
15 consecutive years.

www.fl ysaa.com • 1-800-722-9675 
or your professional travel consultant

AGOA FORUM: DIALOGUE ON AGOA SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES 
On Tuesday, August 8, 2017, Corporate 
Council on Africa hosted a private sectore 
dialogue at the 2017 AGOA Forum Private 
Sector Dialogue in Lome, Togo. The first panel 
included Mr. Olowo-n’djo Tchala, Founder 
and CEO, Alaffia, Ms. Brooke Buchanan, 
Vice President, Whole Foods Market, Ms. 
Etagegne Belay, Manager, Strategic Initiatives 
Office, PVH, and Mr. Olivier Bersia, 
General Manager, Flexknit, Madagascar. The 
moderator, Mr. Ikechukwu Ofuani, Senior 
Manager, Global Government Relations & 
Public Policy, Procter and Gamble, opened 
up the discussion by asking the panelists 
to identify the challenges and successes of 
AGOA.
Mr. Tchala was the first to address the 
question posed by the moderator by saying 
that one of the challenges is a lack of 
understanding of a constantly changing US 
market. The remaining panelists agreed with 
that assessment. Alaffia initially started with 
15 workers in Togo and then expanded across 
several West African countries with a total 
workforce of nearly 900 employees. With that 
many employees, they are able to aggregate 
their commodities to meet the large demand 
of the US market. They also paid attention 
to supplying consistent quality and timely 
delivery of commodities even if it meant they 
experienced a loss of profits. Whole Foods, 
their partner, agreed with their assessment of 
the U.S. market as well as other panelists. All 
panelists also agreed that organizing farmers 
into associations (i.e. cooperatives) to take 
advantage of economies of scale and reduce 
costs associated with transport should be 
encouraged.

A great deal of time was spent on discussing 
how to take advantage of AGOA. All were 
supportive of USAID trade capacity building 
efforts but wondered if others, including 
more active governments could play a role in 
capacity building.
The importance of infrastructure was heavily 
emphasized. The panelists agreed that 
governments are responsible for ensuring 
adequate infrastructure and an enabling 
environment (policy and regulations) that is 
supportive of business and trade. 
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Alaffia community project team in Togo.

From L to R: Mr. Olowo-n’djo Tchala, Alaffia, Mr. Olivier Bersia, Flexknit, Madagascar, Ms. Etagegne Belay, 
PVH, Ms. Brooke Buchanan, Whole Foods Market, Mr. Ikechukwu Ofuani, Procter and Gamble

http://www.flysaa.com


AGOA PRIVATE SECTOR DIALOGUE ON LOGISTICS, TRANSPORT OPERATIONS 
AND THE GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN 
The second panel at the 2017 AGOA Forum 
Private Sector Dialogue in Lome, Togo 
included Mr. Tewolde GreMariam, Group 
CEO, Ethiopian Airlines, Mr. Ade Ayeyemi, 
Group CEO, Ecobank, Mr. Thomas Hardy, 

Acting Director, USTDA and Mr. Cory 
O’Hara, Team Leader, Regional Trade & 
Investment, USAID Africa.
Ethiopian Airlines kicked off the session 
by stating that logistics represents 60-70 

percent of the total transport costs. African 
countries need to reduce these costs to make 
their products competitive. He stated that 
increasing production volumes would help 
to offset some of these costs. In short, he was 
supportive of containers/airplanes leaving an 
African country bound for the US, returning 
to that country with goods from the US. 
The representative from USTDA stated that 
transportation logistics is the foundation for 
business growth. All agreed that logistics also 
included services associated with moving 
products. Government policies, including 
those associated with movement of goods 
(i.e, the Trade Facilitation Agreement) are 
crucial to efficiently moving products across 
borders. An example cited were integrating 
customs data across borders. It might not be 
unusual that during the first couple of years, 
companies may not have full cost recovery.
The group agreed that government support for 
connectivity, especially using technology is 
critical. Lower taxes could also help African 
countries become more competitive. Finally, 
all stated that governments need to enforce 
the sanctity of contracts. By the same token, 
loans have to be paid off. 
All were supportive of diversified sources 
of financing to allow trade and investment 
to occur. Examples cited were warehouse 
receipts for agriculture, commodity 
exchanges, credit cards, bonds, hedging and 
retirement funding. 
In wrapping up, all were in favor of clustering 
production networks (e.g. Industrial parks, 
cooperatives, etc.) and infrastructure financing 
that enable African businesses to compete 
globally. They also thought that Africans need 
to increase branding of products and push for 
more reverse trade missions that are sector 
specific and where experts are part of the 
group that visit the United States.
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Opening ceremony at the AGOA conference, 
Lome Togo

Press Conference at the AGOA Conference, Lome Togo

http://www.petrolingourp.com


PRESIDENTIAL DIALOGUE ON THE FUTURE 
OF U.S.-AFRICA BUSINESS RELATIONS 

On September 19, 2017, CCA hosted a 
Presidential Dialogue on the Future of U.S.-
Africa Business Relations on the sidelines 
of the 72nd session of the UN General 
Assembly in New York. The dialogue 
featured H.E. Paul Kagame, President of the 
Republic of Rwanda, Aliko Dangote, CEO 
of Dangote Group, and was moderated 
by Rosa Whitaker, President and CEO of 
Whitaker Group. The dialogue kicked off 
with opening remarks from Iain Elder, 
Partner at Shearman and Sterling LLP. 
Shortly after, CCA President and CEO, 
Florie Liser welcomed attendees to the 
dialogue and emphasized the importance 
of increased U.S.-Africa business relations.
Ms. Whitaker opened the discussion by 
highlighting Rwanda’s reputation as a 
model for post-conflict recovery, high 
growth rates, ease of doing business and 
gender equality and asked the president 
about the scalability of Rwanda’s strategy. 
H.E Kagame affirmed that Rwanda’s strategy 
is indeed scalable, and highlighted two 
key factors responsible for the positive 

indicators seen over the past few years; the 
crucial role of the public sector in creating 
an enabling environment for investment as 
well as the importance of centering people 
and investing in human capital. 
On the topic of integrating Africa into 
the global value chain, Mr. Dangote 
emphasized the importance of quality 
with an anecdote on how investment in 
robotic technology positioned Dangote 
Industries as a continental leader in 
cement production. He asserted that to 
take advantage of the youth dividend 
and opportunity in Africa, diversification 
of the economy and education of the 
workforce are key. He expressed his desire 
for oil prices to stay low to wean Africa off 
dependency on petroleum and affirmed 
that with a focus on agriculture, ‘Africa will 
become the bread-basket of the world’. 
Mr. Dangote declared that the current 
education system does not prepare students 
for the work force, and stressed the need for 
skills development. He also affirmed that 
the role of the government is not to create 

jobs but to create an enabling environment 
for entrepreneurs and investors.
Both speakers emphasized the need for 
changing negative mindsets towards Africa. 
Mr. Dangote stressed the importance of 
releasing value into local economies, while 
H.E. Kagame called on investors to regard 
Africa as an equal and strategic partner 
and urged African stakeholders to think 
critically before entering any partnerships. 
Ms. Liser concluded the dialogue with 
a question to delegates, ‘How can we 
continue to grow, build and incentivize 
U.S.-Africa business relationships?’ She 
affirmed that CCA will continue to lead 
efforts to increase U.S-Africa business 
engagement and closed the session 
by inviting delegates to a networking 
reception. The dialogue was generously 
sponsored by BP, Chevron Corporation, 
Dangote Group, ExxonMobil, Gilead 
Sciences, Inc., Lockheed Martin 
International, Shearman and Sterling LLP, 
Sudatel Telecom Group and Zenith Bank. 

6The Africa e Journal

From L to R: Iain Elder, Shearman and Sterling, Florizelle Liser, Corporate Council on Africa, H.E. Paul Kagame, Republic of Rwanda, Kimberly Heimert, Shearman and 
Sterling LLP, Aliko Dangote, Dangote Group, Rosa Whitaker, Whitaker Group

Hon. Claver Gatete, Minister of Finance, Rwanda 
and Florizelle Liser, Corporate Council on Africa 

Aliko Dangote, Dangote Group and Florizelle Liser, 
Corporate Council on Africa

H.E. Paul Kagame, Republic of Rwanda 



FORUM ON ADVANCING HEALTH PRIORITIES IN AFRICA
On September 20, 2017, CCA sponsored a 
Health Forum in New York during the week 
of the United Nationals General Assembly 
meetings. Participants included Jeff Sturchio, 
Chairman of Corporate Council on Africa, Dr. 
Mwele Ntuli Malecela, Director, Office of the 
Regional Director, Regional Office for Africa, 
Betty Chiang, Senior Director, Head of Public 
Health & Medical Affairs, Gilead Sciences, 
Trevor Gunn, Vice President, International 
Relations, Medtronic, David Barash, Chief 
Medical Officer, GE Foundation, and Scott 
Ratzan, President, AB InBev Foundation.
The panel focused on identifying new 
solutions for health improvement in Africa 
by examining ways to make health a greater 
financial priority for African countries; 
identifying possible opportunities for 
engagement with CCA members, African 
governments, multilateral institutions 
and stakeholders interested in advancing 
workplace, community and public health; and 
exploring lessons learned from communicable 
disease control over the last twenty years.
Keynote speaker, Dr. Malecela focused on 
the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) on Heath. She stated that the 
World Health Organization welcomed 

partnerships with the private sector in 
accomplishing universal health care coverage 
for all African citizens. Her presentation 

centered around partnership in the area of 
non-communicable diseases, an area of rising 
concern for African governments. 
Much of the discussion centered on creating 
enabling environments to ensure successful 
public/private partnerships. All agreed that 
before collaboration commences, partners 
need to create a framework for collaboration 
that defines each party’s interests in the 
partnership, possible areas of conflict, and 
procedures that ensure monitoring and 
evaluation of progress. The framework also 
needs to include checks and balances to 
ensure accountability.
In addition to the extensive discussion 
regarding a successful framework for 
collaboration, panelist spoke about some of 
the major concerns in Africa’s health care 
sector. These topics included, but was limited 
to, drugs, safe surgery, anesthesia, a holistic 
approach to diseases, effective regulatory 
frameworks, and innovative public/private 
partnerships. 
The Forum was generously sponsored by BP, 
Chevron, Covington and Burling LLP, Dangote 
Group, ExxonMobil Corporation, Gilead 
Sciences, Inc., Lockheed Martin International, 
Sudatel Telecom Group and Zenith Bank.
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From L to R: Jeff Sturchio, Rabin Martin, Dr. Mwele Ntuli Malecela, World Health Organization, David Barash, GE Foundation, Betty Chiang, Gilead Sciences, 
Trevor Gunn, Medtronic, Scott Ratzan, AB InBev Foundation

Patricia Sheikh, Corporate Council on Africa, Dr. 
Mwele Ntuli Malecela, World Health Organization



AFRICAN FINANCE FORUM: FROM REFORMS TO INVESTMENTS 
On September 20, 2017, CCA hosted the 
Africa Finance Forum on the sidelines of the 
72nd session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, in New York. The Forum, which 
focused on ‘Reforming African Economies’ 
featured H.E. Okechukwu Enelamah, Nigerian 
Minister of Trade and Investment, Lida Fitts, 
Regional Director for Sub-Saharan Africa, 
U.S. Trade and Development Agency, Jerome 
Ringo, Founder and CEO, Zoetic Energy, 
Tamer Younes, Head of Government Relations 
and Communications, North Africa and 
Levant, Procter and Gamble and Jim Ovia, 
Chairman, Zenith Bank, and was moderated 
by Patrick Rice, Partner at Akin Gump. CCA 
President, Ms. Florie Liser, opened the forum 
by welcoming attendees and stressing the 
important role reforms play in creating a 
good business environment and increasing 
investments.  

Hon. Enelamah began his remarks by sharing 
that creating a good enabling environment 
is a long-term strategy that must include the 
private sector. He also stressed the need to 
share information within government agencies 
and with the private sector. 

Ms. Fitts highlighted USTDA’s work in grant 
funding at the project development phase. 
She shared an example of how reforms in the 
Nigerian power sector have translated into 
USTDA giving grants for the development of 
modulator refineries, a partnership between 
U.S. and Nigerian investors. 
Mr. Ovia shared the positive effect reforms 
in the Nigerian financial sector had in 
strengthening institutions and attracting more 
investments. He also called for increased 
reforms in the financial sector for more 
inclusion. He identified the ICT sector as an 
enabler to grow the economy exponentially 
and achieve financial inclusion. However, 
he lamented the lack of concerted efforts 
and reforms in the tourism sector which can 
generate more revenues for the government 
and create more jobs. 
Mr. Ringo called for increased partnership 
between African governments and the private 
sector. He stressed the role new technologies 
play, by proving alternative sources of energy 
which can generate cheaper power and 
stimulate job creation. He also emphasized 
the need for African governments to develop 
capacity, which is needed by the private 
sector. 
Mr. Younes called for more transparency 
from governments as well as consistency 
with currency and regulatory policies which 
will enable the private sector to better plan 
and be more competitive. He continued by 
addressing the need for greater partnership 
between government and private sector to 
development mutually beneficial policies.
Following this panel and to spotlight Rwanda, 
a top economic reformer, 
Ms. Temitope Iluyemi, Associate Director, 
Global Government Relations and Public 
Policy (Sub-Sahara Africa), Procter and 

Gamble had a side-bar conversation with 
Hon. Claver Gatete, Minister of Finance, 
Rwanda. Hon. Gatete acknowledged that 
Rwanda’s performance is the result of 
learning best practices from other countries 
and adapting them. He also emphasized 
that political and macro-economic stability, 
which kept levels of debt and inflation low 
helped create incentives to invest long-term. 
He credited the country’s performance to the 
reforms that created strong institutions which 
promote accountability, implementation and 
results. Hon. Gatete concluded by sharing 
how ICT helped grow Rwanda’s economy.
The dialogue was generously sponsored 
by Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, 
BP, Chevron Corporation, Dangote Group, 
ExxonMobil, Gilead Sciences, Inc., Lockheed 
Martin International, Sudatel Telecom Group 
and Zenith Bank.
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H.E. Okechukwu Enelamah, Republic of Nigeria, 
and Tamer Younes, Procter and Gamble

From L to R: Jerome Ringo, Zoetic Energy, H.E. Okechukwu Enelamah, Republic of Nigeria, Lida Fitts, U.S. 
Trade and Development Agency, Patrick Rice, Akin Gump, Tamer Younes, Procter and Gamble and 
Jim Ovia, Zenith Bank

Jim Ovia, Zenith Bank 

Ms. Temitope Iluyemi, Procter and Gamble and 
Hon. Claver Gatete, Minister of Finance, Rwanda 



U.S.-EQUATORIAL GUINEA INVESTMENT ROUNDTABLE

U.S.-NIGERIA INVESTMENT ROUNDTABLE

U.S.-GABON INVESTMENT ROUNDTABLE

The roundtable featured H.E. Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, President of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, senior business 
executives from leading global companies, and other senior government officials. The roundtable was organized in conjunction with 
the U.S Chamber of Commerce and B.C.I.U.

The roundtable featured H.E. Ali Bongo Ondimba, President of the Gabonese Republic, senior business executives from leading global 
companies, and other senior government officials. The roundtable was organized in conjunction with the U.S Chamber of Commerce 
and B.C.I.U.

On behalf of H.E. President Muhammadu Buhari, Nigerian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Geoffrey Onyeama, was joined by four 
other Ministers in a discussion with CEOs of major companies on the prospects for U.S.-Nigeria trade and investment. The roundtable 
was organized in conjunction with the Nigeria Investment Promotion Commission, Nigeria Federal Ministry of Industry Trade and 
Investment, the U.S Chamber of Commerce and B.C.I.U.
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Cross-section of delegates at the U.S-EG roundtable
H.E. President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 
and delegates Cross-section of delegates at the U.S-EG roundtable

From L to R: H.E. Okechukwu Enelamah, Republic 
of Nigeria, Walter Kansteiner, Exxon Mobil, Diane 
Willkens, Development Finance International Inc.

Cross-section of delegates at the U.S.-Gabon roundtable
H.E. President Ali Bongo Ondimba, Republic 
of Gabon 

Yewande Sadiku, Nigerian Investment Promotion 
Commission (NIPC) and Florizelle Liser, Corporate 
Council on Africa

From L to R: Hon. Geoffrey Onyeama, Nigerian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Frank Mosier, Rendeavor, 
Bob Diamond, Atlas Merchant Capital LLC, Mrs. 
Zainab Ahmed, Nigerian Minister of Budget and 
National Planning
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“Global executives and investors cannot

afford to ignore the continent’s immense

potential. Today the rate of return on

foreign investment in Africa is higher

than any other developing region.”

— McKinsey Global Institute
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CCA’S TEAM ON-THE-GROUND

RECENT EVENTS
7/31: CCA’s Trade Working Group 
presents “Overview of the World Trade 
Organization’s Trade Facilitation Agreement 
(TFA)” with guest speaker Christina 
Kopitopoulos, Director, Customs and Trade 
Affairs, WTO and Multilateral Affairs, USTR

8/8: CCA in cooperation with the United 
States Government presents “The 2017 
AGOA Forum Private Sector Dialogue 
on Enhancing U.S.-Africa Trade and 
Investment” in Lomé, Togo
8/28-31: CCA and Africa Travel Association 
(ATA) present the “41st Annual World 
Tourism Conference” in Kigali, Rwanda

9/18-20: CCA presents “Special Events | 
UNGA 2017” – a number of special events 
on the sidelines of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York

9/18: U.S-Nigeria, U.S.-Gabon, and U.S.-
Equatorial Guinea investment roundtables

9/19: ’Presidential Dialogue on the Future 
of U.S-Africa Business Relations’

9/20: ‘Forum on Advancing Health 
Priorities in Africa’ and ‘Africa Finance 
Forum: Reforming the African Economy’

UPCOMING EVENTS
10/17: U.S.-Africa Agribusiness Forum, 
Des Moines Iowa
WORKING GROUPS: CCA will continue 
hosting working group meetings on the 
continent and in the U.S. on focus issues: 
Agribusiness,Capacity Building, Energy, 
Finance, Health, ICT, Infrastructure, 
Security, Tourism and Trade. In addition, 
there will be regional-focused working 
groups.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new members.  We are 
delighted to have you as part of the CCA 
family and look forward to working with 
you and the rest of the membership to 
achieve your goals on the continent and 
strengthen trade and investment between 
the U.S and African countries.

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Aluko & Oyebode
Barloworld Namibia (pty) Ltd
BP
Carnegie Mellon University
Cohen and Gresser
Creative Associates International
Dupont Pioneer
Hydromine Inc.
Shearman & Sterling
Sudatel Telecom Group
Swale House Partners
Tetra Tech ES Inc.
TransAfrica Capital
Trimble Inc.

One primary way we support members is by providing 
‘on-the-ground’ support on the continent.

SONIA MFASONI - East Africa Program Director

EKENEM ISICHEI - West Africa Program Director

ASFAW ALEMAYEHU - Director, Ethiopia and Africa Union
Asfaw Alemayehu is the Director for Ethiopia and the African 
Union at the Corporate Council on Africa. He is a creative business 
development professional with over 15 years of senior-level 
business development experience in the U.S. and East Africa.  
Asfaw has a significant U.S. - Africa trade policy experience and 
provides business development and market entry strategies for 
clients entering the Ethiopian market. Asfaw is familiar with the 
Ethiopian economic landscape and has done extensive work in the 
Ethiopian power, Oil and Gas, manufacturing and consumer goods 
sectors. Prior to moving to Ethiopia in 2009, Asfaw was a Director 
of Member Services at the Corporate Council on Africa.

Ekenem Isichei is the West Africa Program Director for the 
Corporate Council on Africa. He has distinctively served different 
local and international clients such as BG Group, BP North 
America, Marathon Oil, Accenture, Chevron, Procter and Gamble, 
Gates foundation, and Shell. Having functioned in Europe, Nigeria, 
United States, Canada, Trinidad and Tobago serving in various 
key such as Business Engagement Manager, Reliability Engineer, 
Business Performance Analyst, Project Manager, Risk Assessment 
Manager etc. He has a proven track record of delivering outstanding 
results and improvements in the areas of Business Strategy 
Improvements, Regulatory Compliance, Government and Public 
Affairs, Business Process Improvements and Project Management.

Sonia Mfasoni is the East Africa Program Director for the Corporate 
Council on Africa. In addition to sourcing and promoting business 
opportunities in the East African Community, she is responsible for 
forming and maintaining relationships between CCA and the East 
Africa business and public sector communities. Prior to covering 
East Africa, Sonia Mfasoni served as Small and Medium Business 
Linkages Program Manager for CCA’s USAID-funded U.S.-Africa 
Business Center. Engaging with the Small Business Administration, 
the Minority Business Development Agency, and different US-
Export Assistance Centers around the country, she worked closely 
with small and medium size enterprises eager to explore business 
opportunities in Africa. She first joined CCA in 2008, working 
closely with the Human Resources Director and the Special 

Projects and Events team. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ...continued from front page.

I love.  Alaffia employs hundreds in their 
facility in Togo and supports some 11,000 
women harvesting shea nuts.  
Another interesting dialogue on African 
economic diversification is taking place in 
the tourism sector.  Countries like Rwanda 
that may not have much by way of products 
are promoting tourism as an important 
engine for sustainable economic growth 
and diversification.  During the World 
Tourism Conference in Rwanda in August, 
President Kagame noted that tourism is 
Rwanda’s largest foreign exchange earner. 
This accomplishment has been a direct 
result of the government’s investments in 
this sector, including a new airport and 
modern convention center (in which we 
were privileged to hold the conference), as 
well as policies liberalizing and simplifying 
visas for both tourists and business persons 
from Africa and around the world. 
At CCA’s Presidential Dialogue on the 
Future of US-Africa Business, during 
UNGA, Mr. Aliko Dangote boldly stated 
that he hoped that oil prices would 
continue to remain low. Although his 
own company is building the largest oil 
refinery in Africa and thereby contributing 
to diversification and value addition in that 
important sector, Mr. Dangote touted the 
opportunities in agribusiness, projecting 
that Africa will be the world’s food basket 
of the future.   Africa’s agribusiness and 
agroprocessing sector will not only  support 
Africa’s millions of smallholder farmers, but 
also create opportunities for new businesses 
along the value chain in processing, 
packaging and transporting of produce.  
Africans and their U.S. and other business 
partners investing in regional and global 
agricultural value chains – from farm to 
factory to fork – will all benefit.  
The largest takeaway from these last two 
months was that we need to change the 
way we think of industries in Africa. Even 

here at CCA, we segment companies by 
sector based on their primary business 
interests in agribusiness, energy, finance, 
health, infrastructure, security, technology 
and tourism. Even though we are aware 
how these industries intersect, we still tend 
to discuss them individually. One of my 
goals at CCA is to change this. While we 
will certainly have conferences focused on 
key industries, we want to have more in-
depth conversations about how industries 
are impacted or can contribute to growth 
and changes across sectors. 
This idea was one of the key differences 
of the ATA conference from other tourism 
conferences. It was not just a conference 
for travel professionals and hoteliers, 
it was a conference for technology 
companies interested in streamlining 
and improving the traveler experience; 
companies investing in capacity building; 
and companies committed to supplying 
the growing demand for food, handicrafts, 
and local products and services at tourist 
venues. 
The African Development Bank (AfDB) 
and the United Nations recently declared 
2016-2025 as the Third Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa (IDDA 
III). Both organizations have developed 
an ambitious Industrialize Africa Strategy 
that aims at more than doubling the 
continent’s industrial GDP. I strongly 
believe that the strategies that will most 
successfully promote greater African 
industrialization will both cut across as 
well as link many sectors and industries.  
For industrialization and diversification to 
be successful in Africa, we will need every 
industry we work with to come together to 
effectively harness the continent’s immense 
opportunities and tackle the challenges. I 
believe there is no better convener for this 
task than CCA.

CCA BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
Randy Broiles
ExxonMobil Production Company
Mark Chiaviello
Standard Bank
Aliko Dangote
Dangote Industries Limited
Philip de Leon
AGCO
Samuel Dossou-Aworet
Petrolin Group
Stephen Hayes (Ex Officio)
Corporate Council on Africa
Paul Hinks (Ex Officio)
Symbion Power
Jay Ireland
GE Africa, General Electric
Barbara Keating
Computer Frontiers
Jeffrey Krilla
Kosmos Energy
Demetrios Marantis
VISA, Inc. 
Robert Clay Neff Jr.
Chevron Corporation
Martha Namundjebo-Tilahun
United Africa Group
Jim Ovia
Zenith Bank
David Picard
Caterpillar Inc.
Nabil Elias Romanos
Varian
Faisal Sabzwari
Procter & Gamble
Miguel Santos
The Boeing Company
Jeffrey L. Sturchio - Chairman
Rabin Martin
Paul Sullivan
Acrow Bridge
William Ward
Sentel
Diane Willkens
Development Finance International, Inc.
James Winkler
DAI
Anthony Winns
Lockheed Martin International
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ABOUT US
Corporate Council on Africa is the leading U.S. business association focused solely 
on connecting business interests in Africa. Established in 1993 to promote business 
and investment between the United States and the nations of Africa, the Corporate 
Council on Africa serves as a neutral, trusted intermediary connecting its member 
firms with the essential government and business leaders they need to do business 

and succeed in Africa. The Council’s membership represents nearly 85 percent 
of total U.S. private sector investments in Africa. They represent a diverse pool of 
industries from Africa’s most promising sectors, including agribusiness, energy, 

finance, health, ICT, infrastructure, security, tourism and trade facilitation.

Corporate Council on Africa is a key resource for conducting successful business 
in Africa. We work closely with governments, multilateral groups and businesses to 
improve Africa’s trade and investment climate and to raise the profile of Africa in the 

U.S. business community. CCA provides member companies with greater access, 
connections and insight for doing business between the United States and Africa 

through a number of sector- and country-specific working groups, high-level special 
events, business conferences, customized member services, trade missions and 

advocacy programs.

For more information, please visit 
www.corporatecouncilonafrica.com.

KEEP UP WITH ALL THE LATEST CCA NEWS AND EVENTS!

1100 17th Street, NW, Suite 1000 • Washington, DC 20036, USA
Tel: 202.835.1115 • Fax: 202.835.1117 • www.africacncl.org

The Corporate Council on Africa is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization

facebook.com/CorporateCouncilonAfrica

twitter.com/corpcnclafrica

linkedin.com/company/corporate-council-on-africa
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