
Africa is drawing increasing attention, not 
only from businesses in the United States, 
Europe and China, but also from operators 
in Africa itself. The emerging face of Africa 
is one of promise and stability. Africa’s 
progress today offers companies around the 
world unparalleled potential for investment.
These market assertions are being realized 
by companies like Symbion Power, a U.S. 
based energy firm, intent on “lighting 
up Africa” by significantly increasing 
investments in the energy sector. Symbion 
Power is known for working closely with 
local subcontractors and engineers in 
its projects, including training its local 
workforce. Symbion recently entered into 
a partnership with Nigeria’s Transnational 
Corporation and believes this collaboration 
will complement the efforts of the Nigerian 
government to address the power sector 
needs of this rapidly expanding West 
African economy. 
Today, African nations are increasingly 
seeking out potential investors and clients 

through domestic operators instead of 
waiting on them. One example is APEX-
CI, the Export Promotion Association of 
Côte d’Ivoire, which promotes projects 
and opportunities throughout Côte 
d’Ivoire. APEX-CI is positioning itself as a 
platform for entry of businesses, investors 
and development partners. APEX-CI is 
committed to several programs, including 
program support, revitalization and 
corporate governance. APEX-CI has begun a 
robust worldwide road show in an effort to 
showcase Côte d’Ivoire as a destination for 
investment. As it enters the threshold stages 
for a Millennium Challenge Compact, Côte 
d’Ivoire is poised to regain the economic 
stature it once held.
While many large infrastructure projects 
are currently funded through international 
financial institutions, some companies 
such as Acrow Bridges have turned to 
other sources to close the financial gap. 
In February, Acrow Bridges finalized 

The paradox of Africa 
now is that although 
confidence in the 
global economy 
continues to falter, 
confidence in the 
economies of Africa 
seems to be rising.  
Part of this is a 
dynamic internal to 
Africa, where millions 
do see conditions 
improving, even if 

incrementally. There is justified hope for 
better days to come. However, we also 
need to look outside Africa to the forces 
that drive other nations toward Africa. The 
reasons for growing engagement with Africa 
are as varied as there are countries on this 
shrinking planet.
 Externally, the driver of economic 
development may not be optimism as 
much as it is sheer necessity to develop 
new markets to protect and in some 
cases save the economies of many other 
nations. Africa is the most likely target 
for investments that can help accelerate 
economic recovery elsewhere. China, 
of course, already recognizes that its 
economic development is tied intractably 
to African investment and development. 
Unless infrastructure is improved the 
raw materials necessary to fuel China’s 
economy cannot get to the ports that bring 
ships to and from China.
The Gulf States recognize that their food 
supplies are dependent upon Africa, 
particularly in view of climate change that 
is affecting the equatorial and semi-arid 
regions more than most regions of the 
world. There are few other places on earth 
to go for arable land.
Brazil over the past three years especially 
has strengthened their trading routes with 
Africa, seeing especially the Lusaphone 
countries of Angola and Mozambique 
as increasingly critical trading partners 
to their own economic development. 
Their investments in Africa are growing 
geometrically.
India, of course, has been engaged with 
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and commissioned its first crossing in 
South Africa with its partner, UMSO 
Construction, Ltd. The bridge crossing is 
designed to facilitate regional connectivity 
for individuals and expand business 
opportunities. Bill Killeen, Acrow Bridges 
president and CEO, stated the following, 
“The Acrow companies are immensely 
proud to be a part of this project along 
with our partner. The new Acrow bridge 
and roadway will achieve the expansion of 
personal prosperity for those that use the 
bridge crossing either directly or indirectly.” 
This bridge represents one more bridge 
added to Acrow’s list of over 500 on the 
African continent.

The demand for consumer products and 
the potential financial benefits is driving 
the move into Africa by Procter & Gamble 
Corporation. Chief Executive Officer 
Robert McDonald says that the world’s 
largest consumer-products company is 
increasing sales and philanthropic efforts 
in many parts of Africa. “We have an 
amazing congruence between what other 
people call corporate social responsibility 
and our business-building efforts.” P&G is 
expanding its business in North Africa with 
new plants in Nigeria and Egypt, while its 
products are ubiquitous on the continent. 
Other U.S. companies recognize similar 
potential for growth in Africa, with GE 
leading that charge. General Electric’s 
Africa chief executive, Jay Ireland envisions 
double-digit growth over the next three to 
five years. An example of GE’s expanded 
presence in Africa is the recent signing 
of a memorandum of understanding in 
March of 2012 with the government of 
Nigeria, to help Africa’s second-largest 
economy build up its power grid. While 
South Africa and the oil-producing states 
of Angola and Nigeria currently account 
for the bulk of GE’s Africa business, Ireland 
says the company is moving into smaller 
markets, where customers are increasingly 
looking for opportunities. Earlier this year, 
GE South Africa Technologies Limited 
(GESAT) celebrated the signing of a contract 
for the delivery of 43 new locomotives as 
part of South Africa’s R110 billion, 5-year 
capital investment program to improve the 

reliability and efficiency of the country’s 
railway system.
As business expands, so are focused 
training programs aimed at developing 
an efficient workforce. Michael Dignam, 
CEO of PAE, says his company supports 
local communities in all its projects in 
Africa. Whether it is building peacekeeper 
base camps in Darfur, developing projects 
in Djibouti, or helping to train the new 
national army in post-conflict Liberia, 
PAE’s practice of hiring local labor has 
evolved into a strategy for success in 
Africa and other countries. PAE, Boeing 
and Cummings all agree that training their 
workforce makes good business sense.
The Corporate Council on Africa’s 5th 
U.S.-Africa Infrastructure Conference slated 
for June 18-20, 2012 in Washington, D.C. 
will highlight infrastructure projects in 
energy, transportation, ICT, and water. More 
than eight countries have confirmed their 
ministerial level participation. For U.S. 
companies seeking to expand their business 
in Africa, the infrastructure conference will 
offer multiple networking and knowledge 
sharing opportunities. For more information 
and to register please visit 
www.africacncl.org.

AMERICAN INFRASTRUCTURE COMPANIES LOOK TO AFRICA FOR INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES...continued from front page.
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USABC HOSTS 
WEBINAR ON 
WORLD BANK 
PROCUREMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

CCA hosted Alan 
Winde, minister of 
finance, economic 
development and 
tourism of the 
Western Cape 
Province, and 
members of his 
delegation on April 
18, during their brief 
visit to the U.S. In his 
discussion with CCA 
members, Minister 

Winde highlighted some of the objectives 
of the province in the economic front and 
the opportunities they present. 
Minister Winde’s visit to CCA followed 
his March 2012 budget speech, which he 
delivered on the heels of his visit to Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, lead by the Premier of the 
Western Cape, Helen Zille. In his briefing 
to CCA members, Minister Winde reiterated 
the economic outlook of Western Cape 
and some of the sectors and industries to 
which U.S. companies ought to be paying 
particular attention. 
The Western Cape is still the second largest 
economic hub in South Africa, behind 
Gauteng. The Western Cape is estimated to 
have grown by about 3.6 percent in 2011, 
higher than the 2.8 percent the national 
growth rate that South Africa overall is 
expected to register. Underpinning Western 
Cape’s growth is the performance of its 
service sector, such as transportation, 
storage and communication, wholesale 
and retail trade, finance, insurance and 
real estate. The province plans to increase 
spending over the next three years by a 
total of R9.9 billion. The bulk of this will 
be directed towards health (R3.7 billion), 
education (R3 billion), and transport and 
public works (R1.4 billion). 
Renewable energy development is also 
of high importance to the province. 
The Western Cape has set the target 
of generating 15 percent of its energy 
mix from renewable sources by 2014. 
The heavily oversubscribed second 
round renewable energy bidding that 
closed recently is an indication of the 
attractiveness of the sector. A total of 79 
applications with a capacity of 3233MW 
potential power generation were received. 
Winners will be announced on May 21.

On May 15, CCA’s U.S.-Africa Business 
Center (USABC) hosted a webinar to 
highlight World Bank procurement methods 
as a precursor to the 2012 U.S.-Africa 
Infrastructure Conference. Featured speaker, 
David Fulton, Advisor and Director of 
Business Liaison, Office of the U.S. Executive 
Director at the World Bank, spoke to a 
packed house about identifying, tracking 
and pursuing global infrastructure tenders 
available through the World Bank. More than 
60 infrastructure companies from across the 
country, the majority of which were small- to 
medium-size enterprises, participated in the 
discussion both at CCA’s office and via the 
webinar platform.
Mr. Fulton began his discussion by outlining 
the four basic procurement product lines 
offered by the World Bank: bank-funded 
procurement, corporate procurement, 
investment products and risk mitigation 
products. Focusing primarily on opportunities 
for smaller businesses, Mr. Fulton then 
outlined the procurement project cycle. The 
World Bank creates a procurement pipeline 
by first making project information publicly 
available (www.worldbank.org/projects), then 
appraising procurement plans by prospective 
contractors and finally awarding contracts. 
In the example given by Mr. Fulton of a 
West Africa power project, companies have 
multiple opportunities to partner on the 
World Bank project. Opportunities range 
from highly specialized construction services 
to environmental impact consulting to 

equipment provision. 
Mr. Fulton provided tips for creating 
successful proposals, suggesting that 
companies write proposals in the same 
language in which the opportunity appears. 
Furthermore, companies should keep in 
mind that dispersed funds must first meet 
World Bank regulations before host country 
regulations and local partners must comply 
with this caveat. For those interested in 
learning more, the World Bank gives seminars 
on procurement methods throughout the year 
and they have recently tripled the number of 
private sector liaisons at trade centers around 
the United States.
The World Bank procurement event was 
designed, in part, to support one of USABC’s 
core pillars, which seeks to create business 
linkages between U.S. and African firms. 
Similar events highlighting procurement 
and partnership opportunities with other 
international and U.S. institutions are being 
held in advance of the 2012 U.S.-Africa 
Infrastructure Conference, including a 
webinar on the U.S. Export-Import Bank on 
May 30 and a session on the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation on June 7.

The U.S.-Africa Business Center is made 
possible by the support of the American 
people through the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and by 
CCA. The contents of this document are the sole 
responsibility of CCA and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of USAID or the United States.

SOUTH AFRICAN 
MINISTER HIGHLIGHTS 
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE 
WESTERN CAPE
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Last month, the USAID Southern Africa 
Trade Hub (SATH) presented a cutting-edge 
system for trade facilitation to Namibian 
government officials and companies. SATH 
explained how a Single Window system 
could dramatically improve Namibia’s cross 
border trade, which currently ranks 142 
out of 183 countries worldwide. A Single 
Window system will eliminate inefficiency 
and ineffectiveness government procedures 
and documents required along international 
supply chains, reduce trade transaction 
costs as well as improve border control, 
compliance and security.
A Single Window system will provide 
businesses a single point for the one-time 
submission of all required information 
and documentation to all governmental 
agencies involved in export, import or 
transit of goods across borders. This tool 

enables governments to process information 
with ease and accuracy, resulting in faster 
clearance and release times at border posts. 
Furthermore, improved transparency and 
increased predictability would reduce theft 
and lower the administrative costs of doing 
business in Southern Africa.
The Namibia’s Permanent Secretary for the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade underscored 
the need for Namibia to proceed with 
the Single Window system, and advised 
participants that his Ministry, together with 
the Ministry of Finance, would jointly 
package the Single Window concept 

and submit it to Cabinet for Government 
approval.

The USAID Southern Africa Trade Hub (SATH) 
aims to increase international competitiveness, 
intra-regional trade, and food security in the 
Southern African Development Community 
region. Starting in FEBRUARY 2010, SATH 
began delivering targeted technical assistance to 
governments, the private sector, and civil society 
organizations in support of advancing regional 
integration and increasing the trade capacity of 
selected value chains within Southern Africa.

SATH SECURES 
NAMIBIA BUY-IN 
FOR SINGLE WINDOW

Speaking to CCA’s agribusiness working 
group on May 10, representatives from the 
Global Harvest Initiative (GHI) presented 
results from its “Global Agricultural 
Productivity” report. GHI is an alliance 
established in 2009 by DuPont, Elanco, 
IBM, John Deere and Monsanto that 
seeks to address the global agricultural 
productivity gap by sustainably doubling 
agricultural output to meet the needs of 
the growing global population. Senior 
Associate, Laura Barringer, presented GHI’s 
findings, which revealed an estimated 
$90 billion in private sector capital that is 
needed each year to feed a growing global 
population expected to exceed nine billion 
by 2050. 
Between now and 2050, Africa’s population 
is expected to grow 49 percent, the highest 
of any region in the world. To feed this 
future population on a continent where 
agricultural output does not meet current 
demand, private sector investment will 
need to fill the gap. Comparing striking 
agricultural statistics between the United 

States in 1950 and Africa today, GHI finds 
that the U.S. had 3.4 million tractors versus 
Africa’s current 580,000; 95 percent of 
U.S. corn acres used hybrid seeds versus 
Africa’s less than 20 percent today; and 
1950’s American farms had access to 1.68 
million miles of paved roads versus Africa’s 
current 107,000 miles of paved road. To 
address these chronic shortages in Africa 
and elsewhere around the globe, GHI has 
identified five policy solutions that foster 
agricultural development: enhancing 
private sector involvement in agriculture 
and rural infrastructure development; 
agricultural research; opening trade 
barriers; strengthening and streamlining 
development assistance programs; and 
embracing science-based technologies. 
Catering her presentation to CCA’s 
companies in the audience, Ms. Barringer 
focused on enhancing private sector 
involvement in agriculture. GHI identifies 
the creation of an environment conducive 
to investment (e.g. reducing corruption 
and bureaucracy, ensuring payments) 

as essential to increasing private sector 
investment in African agriculture. GHI cites 
this enabling investment environment in 
Ghana as the foundation for companies to 
enter that market, provide improved crop 
technologies and boost Ghana’s yields 
relative to other sub-Saharan countries. 
Even with Ghana’s relative success, 
average agricultural yield is still 40 percent 
below its achievable level and companies 
can address constraints by investing 
in fertilizers, R&D, and agricultural 
infrastructure, including feeder roads and 
storage facilities. GHI expects to publish 
its next “Global Agricultural Productivity” 
report in October 2012. 
CCA’s agribusiness working group 
is composed of the primary U.S. 
companies invested in Africa’s agricultural 
development. Every month, 30-40 
representatives from the private sector, 
government and nonprofit organizations 
meet at CCA to discuss agricultural 
initiatives in Africa and to network and 
create partnerships.

THE GLOBAL HARVEST INITIATIVE PRESENTS REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY
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During my most recent safari in Zambia I 
visited a village called Sinde, a half-hour 
from the majestic Victoria Falls. There 
were the familiar smiling faces of rural 
folks in Africa who appreciate life despite 
its hardships. Sinde (population 1,055) 
consists of a hundred basic thatched-roof 
huts, a small farmer’s market, a communal 
water pump and a school.
On our way we encountered a young 
boy, schoolbooks under his arm, walking 
along the dusty road and gave him a ride. 
I asked him what he enjoyed most. He did 
not hesitate for one second. “School,” he 
said. It was only fitting to take his picture 
next to the school signpost with its motto: 
Education for Self-Reliance. 
This school was made possible in large part 
with the support of Wilderness Safaris that 
operates Toka Leya safari camp on the edge 
of the Zambezi River. Wilderness Safaris 
put its own funds, as well as contributions 
from guests, to work in schools and 
other community-related projects across 
Southern Africa. All of its properties provide 
employment for the locals.
Wilderness is not alone. Other high-
end safari operators such as Singita, 
AndBeyond, Lion Sands and Nomad 
Tanzania also have special projects to 
provide employment and bring education 
and extra revenues to neighboring villages. 
Several have set up nonprofit organizations 
dedicated to improving and uplifting these 
communities.
Wilderness Safaris’ Children in the 
Wilderness (CITW) is dedicated to helping 
children whose lives have been disrupted 
by disease, poverty and the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. With environmental education 
and therapeutic recreation it aims at 
increasing their self-esteem and building 
and strengthening their capacity to cope 
with life’s challenges. For several weeks 
every year Wilderness Safaris closes off 
some of its luxury camps to guests to play 
host to these children. 

The Tanzania-based Singita Grumeti 
Reserves’ Environmental Education Centre 
(EEC) was established to develop among the 
young people from local communities an 
awareness of the importance of preserving 
the bio-diversity of their communal lands 
and neighboring reserves. Singita Grumeti, 
situated in a concession in the Serengeti 
purchased by American billionaire Paul 
Tudor Jones, provides jobs for more 
than 800 people in the neighboring 
communities.
Lion Sands, with lodges in South Africa’s 
Madikwe and Sabi Sand Game Reserves, 
has teamed up with several other interested 
parties in constructing clinics, schools and 
playgrounds in adjacent communities. 
AndBeyond uses its Africa Foundation to 
manage projects across Southern and East 
Africa. In the past ten years it has raised 
millions for community development 
projects in five African countries, building 
classrooms, training teachers and pupils 
about the environment, constructing 
clinics, implementing water programs and 
creating small business opportunities.
None of these initiatives by socially 
responsible safari concession holders 
are mega-projects but collectively they 
are making a real difference by not only 
improving the quality of life in rural regions 
but ensuring that one of Africa’s most 
important assets, its fauna and flora, is 
preserved for future generations. 
As a safari consultant I like to work with 
these socially responsible safari operators, 
knowing that a substantial part of the 
fees paid by my clients not only benefit 
the animals of Africa but also its human 
population. 
Dr. Les de Villiers is President of Business 
Books International that produces the 
Africa Yearbook in cooperation with The 
Corporate Council on Africa. He also 
arranges upscale safaris for American 
clients. For more information visit 
www.theultimatesafari.com.

AFRICAN SAFARI: IT IS NOT ONLY 
ABOUT THE ANIMALS by Les de Villiers



This conference will both showcase U.S. business expertise to potential African clients, 
and highlight trade and investment opportunities in Africa to U.S. exporters and investors. 
For more information, go to www.state.gov. For questions about the event, or to request a 

registration form, please contact USABC2012@state.gov.

APR Energy is a 
leading provider of 
fast-track temporary 
power solutions 
with a focus on 

high-growth, high-demand emerging 
markets. APR helps power the progress of 
its customers by rapidly deploying power 
capacity to shore up supply gaps without 
requiring an up-front capital investment, 
which allows the customer ample time 
to raise capital while addressing their 
immediate needs. 
APR Energy’s customers require a solution 
that is fast, adaptable to their needs, 
reliable, and fully turnkey. APR Energy is 
focused on delivering those core values in 
a way that is meaningful to its customers. 
APR Energy’s strategic partnerships with 
Pratt & Whitney and Caterpillar/Ring Power 

allow the company to maintain and offer 
a comprehensive and relatively young 
fleet. APR Energy has hubs strategically 
stationed across the globe, which makes it 
very nimble in response to customer needs. 
And APR Energy is leading the way in best 
practices for engineering and technology to 
deliver the most streamlined, fuel-efficient 
approach to its customers. 
Since 2001, APR Energy has engaged in 
a number of temporary power projects 
throughout the world, with projects in 
Africa that include supplemental power in 
Botswana, fast-track capacity delivery to 
Tanzania, industrial power generation in 
Mozambique, dedicated supply in Senegal, 
and peak shaving in Burkina Faso. For more 
information about APR Energy, visit 
www.aprenergy.com.

BiOWiSH Africa 
is a partnership 
between BiOWiSH 
Technologies and 
IC&T Limited. 

Based in Nigeria, BiOWiSH Africa holds 
exclusive rights to manufacture, distribute 
and sell BiOWiSH™ products in Africa. 
BiOWiSH™ all natural, organic products 
include a very effective organic fertilizer 
with pest control properties; a remediation 
product for cleaning oil spills and other 
petrochemical wastes; and environmental 
products that are effective in odor control, 
human waste management and industrial 
waste management.
With its world headquarters in Chicago, 
BiOWiSH Technologies was formed to 
commercialize a composite biocatalyst 
consisting of a unique blend of 
microorganisms, enzymes and co-factors. 
This biocatalyst creates an enhanced 
biochemical reaction that works faster and 
more efficiently than available alternatives 
over a wide range of environmental 
conditions. The company’s research and 
development has resulted in a proprietary 

fermentation process that economically 
produces high quality products for a wide 
variety of commercial applications under 
controlled industrial conditions.
Unlike other biocatalysts, BiOWiSH™ 
technology has proven to have broad 
functionality. This functionality translates to 
a wide range of products for commercial 
applications including Aquaculture, 
Agronomy, Wastewater Treatment and 
Animal Agriculture. Today, BiOWiSH™ 
technology continues to evolve across a 
variety of settings as a 100 percent organic 
and safe means of degrading and digesting 
organic matter, reducing odors and organic 
emissions, enhancing soil fertility and 
nutrient uptake, and improving water 
quality.
Currently available and widely used in 
Asia, Australia, Europe, the Americas, and 
now Africa, BiOWiSH™ products provide 
solutions to some of the most complex 
problems of our time. For more information 
about BiOWiSH™, visit 
www.biowishtechnologies.com.

CCA MEMBER PROFILES
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ABOUT US
The Corporate 

Council on Africa 
(CCA), established in 

1993, is at the forefront 
of strengthening 
and facilitating the 
commercial relationship 

between the United States and the 
African continent. CCA works closely 
with governments, multilateral groups 
and business to improve the African 
continent’s trade and investment climate, 
and to raise the profile of Africa in the 
U.S. business community.
CCA members believe that Africa’s future 

success depends upon the ability of its 
entrepreneurs and business people to 
create and retain wealth through private 
enterprise. American corporations and 
private individuals can contribute most 
effectively by building partnership and 
reaching out to the African private sector 
in the areas that America knows best: 
private enterprise, investment capital, 
technology transfer and management.

and in Africa for centuries, but now there 
is far greater trade between the two sub-
continents, and especially in East and South 
Africa, areas where India has always had 
strong trading relationships.
The Europeans, who never really left Africa, 
are nevertheless attempting to continue 
to corner markets in Africa through the 
Economic Policy Agreements (EPAs). These 
agreements are clearly detrimental to world 
trade with Africa, and would especially be 
egregious to the ability of the U.S. private 
sector to invest in Africa. Particularly, by 
requiring African nations to sign these 
agreements if individual African countries 
want access to the European market, 
the EPAs would effectively slow down 
regionalization in Africa, force continuing 
dependency on colonial European trading 
practices, and certainly shut out other 
trading partners at a time when the U.S. 

private sector is beginning to enter the 
African market in far broader avenues 
than only through energy and natural 
resource development. For instance, three 
of the world’s largest consumer product 
companies, all American companies, are 
now entering the African market with far 
more interest and energy than at any time 
in the past, making the African market far 
more competitive for consumers in Africa. 
The EPAs will significantly hamper this 
new development and will keep prices for 
African consumers higher than they would 
be in a competitive arena.
A high priority for this or the next U.S. 
Administration should be to work with 
Africa to build an open market that benefits 
all Africans, and insures that all nations 
have an equal opportunity to enter the 
African marketplace. 

For more information about 
The Africa e-Journal, 

please contact cca@africacncl.org.

TRANSITIONS

RECENT EVENTS

...continued from front page. CCA happily welcomes new members 
Zanbato and Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories, Inc.

4/11: CCA presents “Burundi’s Rapid 
Economic Growth”

4/18: Briefing with Minister of Finance, 
Economic Development and Tourism, 
Western Cape Province, Alan Winde 
 
4/23:  A Roundtable on Political, 
Economic and Security Issues in Southern 
Africa

4/24: A Conversation on Energy and 
Power in Nigeria and Africa 

4/26: CCA’s SEWOG presents “Energy 
Security and Maritime Domain Awareness 
in Africa”

5/10: CCA’s Agribusiness Breakfast Forum 
presents “Measuring Global Agricultural 
Productivity: a Report by the Global 
Harvest Initiative”

5/15: CCA’s USABC presents “World 
Bank 101: Identifying, Tracking and 
Pursuing Global Tenders” 
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Nigeria’s Minister of Finance 
and Co-ordinating Minister 
of the Economy, Dr. Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, has said 
that the Federal Government 
has decided to provide 
facilities and infrastructure 
at the nation’s sea ports with 
a view to maximizing the 
economic gains from port 
operations.
Speaking to newsmen in 
Lagos recently, Okonjo-
Iweala stated that part of 
the moves to create an 
enabling environment for 
efficient cargo delivery was 
the clearance of trucks and 
tankers from the Apapa-
Oshodi Expressway.
She explained that the 
rail tracks leading to the 
ports are next in line to 
be rehabilitated for easy 
movement of goods in and 
out of the ports.
Okonjo-Iweala who was on 
a tour of port facilities in 
the Lagos area ports, stated 
that an efficient port system 
will bring about economic 
prosperity as more job 
opportunities would be 
created for Nigerians.
The minister who was 
accompanied by both 
the Ministers of Works 
and Transport, Mike 
Onolemenem and Senator 

Idris Umar respectively, 
disclosed that the Lagos 
State Government has also 
been part of the project to 
make the ports function 
better, adding that every 
Nigerian must contribute to 
the economic prosperity of 
the country.
She commended the Lagos 
Governor, Babatunde Raji 
Fashola, for the support 
he gave the Task Force 
on Port De-congestion 
which has resulted in the 
free movement of vehicles 
on the Apapa-Oshodi 
expressway.

Explaining further, Okonjo-
Iweala said it was because 
the President was interested 
in making the port work, 
he set up the task force 
to create an enabling 
environment for port users.
This article was provided by 
CCA member 
allAfrica.com. AllAfrica 
Global Media is a multi-
media content service 
provider, systems 
technology developer 
and the largest electronic 
distributor of African news 
and information worldwide.

PORTS’ EFFICIENCY VITAL FOR ECONOMIC 
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