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You have to 
either admire 
or look askance 
at the Obama 
administration’s 
commitment to 
Africa. On the one 
hand, the dollar 
commitment made 
to Africa by the 
administration is 
but a third of that 
made by Japan or 
China. However, the 

longer I study the Obama plan, the more I 
am impressed by the daring, optimism and 
the simple genius behind it, especially if it 
actually succeeds.
The U.S. commitment is only $7 to $9 
billion in loan guarantees for American 
companies wishing to invest in the power 
industry. There is not a direct commitment 
to the African nations themselves, although 
six countries have been given priority. One 
can and should, however, argue that the 
Power Africa commitment is a major one to 
Africa’s development, as well as to our own 
economy. Power Africa is one of four pillars 
of the Obama plan for Africa announced 
last year. As noted in my last post, it 
addresses perhaps the most critical need for 
African development.
The second pillar of the administration’s 
plan for African development is referred 
to as Trade Africa, and like Power Africa, 
it has its proponents and skeptics. 
It addresses another major need for 
African development, both economically 
and politically: the need for regional 
cooperation among nations. It is also a 
plan that assists U.S. companies that want 
to invest in Africa, but have not done so 
because of the lack of market size.
Trade Africa focuses almost entirely on 
building a viable regional economic 
community, as an example for all other 
regions in Africa to follow. A regional 
market can only be built through 
unprecedented cooperation among African 
nations, in this case among those of the 
East African Community: Kenya, Tanzania, 
Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi.

On Tuesday, May 6, The Corporate Council 
on Africa hosted His Excellency President 
Ismaïl Omar Guelleh of Djibouti for a 
special luncheon in Washington, D.C. 
President Guelleh was accompanied by 
a delegation including the Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs, Labor and Finance. The 
Djiboutian ambassador to the U.S., His 
Excellency Roble Olhaye, was also in 
attendance.
Earl Gast, assistant administrator for 
Africa at the United States Agency for 
International Development, gave opening 
remarks, citing the U.S. government’s 
commitment to the economic development 
of Djibouti. Carolyn Campbell, managing 
director and general counsel at Emerging 
Capital Partners, then introduced the guest 
of honor to an audience of 100 private and 
public sector representatives. 
President Guelleh described relations 
between the U.S. and Djibouti as “robust 
and growing,” expressing his pleasure at 
meeting with President Obama earlier 
that morning. “We have deepened our 
partnerships over the years and have 
coordinated our efforts to tackle some of 

the region’s most challenging conflicts,” 
said President Guelleh. He cited regional 
peace and stability, combating terrorism, 
extremism, and piracy as chief concerns of 
the U.S.-Djiboutian partnership. 
President Guelleh made an appeal to the 
private sector members of the audience, 
calling for “reliable and resourceful 
investors in the field of geothermal energy,” 
which he described as a top priority for the 
future development needs of the country. 
He also noted the enormous potential for 
solar and wind energy generation. Because 
of Djibouti’s strategic location and port 
infrastructure, the goal is for the country 
to become a “regional gateway to the 
sea,” with several new specialized ports 
being developed over the next few years. 
President Guelleh stressed his country’s 
efforts to work with future investors to 
improve the business environment and 
reduce vulnerability through a focus 
on “energy, urban poverty reduction, 
education, health and continuously 
enhancing the effectiveness of our port 
infrastructure and facilities.” 
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On May 14, CCA’s Security Working Group 
hosted Ambassador Hiruy Amanuel, former 
chief of political affairs for the United Nations 
Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and 
current UN advisor to the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development Grouping (IGAD). 
Ambassador Amanuel led mediation efforts on 
the South Sudan conflict. The briefing focused 
on the timeline of the crisis in South Sudan, 
the key players in the conflict and the efforts 
of regional and international parties to restore 
peace in the region. 
In early December 2013, as South Sudan 
was emerging from an austere budget, 
the country hosted a major international 
investment conference attended by over 500 
international businesses seeking to establish 
links with South Sudan. On December 15, 
however, fighting broke out as a result of 
growing tensions within the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement (SPLM), which has since 
deterred much investment. The schism within 
the SPLM resulted from President Salva Kiir’s 
dismissal of Vice President Riek Machar and 
his entire cabinet in July 2013. During the 
months that followed, the conflict evolved 
along ethnic divides, with Riek Machar 
relying almost entirely on fighters from South 
Sudan’s Nuer community.
Tens of thousands of people have been killed, 
approximately 1 million are displaced, over 
200,000 are in exile and almost 4 million 

are food insecure. Neighboring countries 
are also concerned that if the conflict is left 
unchecked, it will negatively impact them 
as well. While Uganda chose to support 
Kiir militarily, Ethiopia, Kenya and Sudan 
have focused on the mediation process 
carried out under the auspices of IGAD. 
After months of fighting and start-and-stop 
negotiations, President Kiir and the leader of 
the opposition, former Vice President Machar, 
signed an agreement to end the fighting 
and begin negotiating, in order to set up a 
transitional Government of National Unity.
Countries and organizations actively engaged 
in South Sudan include the United States, 
China, Norway, Great Britain and the 
European Union. The African Union, which 
follows developments on the ground closely, 
has been working within the framework of 
IGAD to move the peace process forward. 
The UN is backing the peace process and 
maintains a visible presence in South Sudan 
through UNMISS and its specialized agencies, 
funds and programs.
CCA’s monthly Security Working Group 
provides a platform for CCA member 
companies to meet with key officials, monitor 
the latest development in African Security and 
discover strategic investment opportunities. 
If you would like to become involved, please 
contact Vivienne Sequeira at 
cca@africacncl.org.

REFLECTIONS ON THE CRISIS IN SOUTH SUDAN

In closing, President Guelleh expressed his 
enthusiasm for the upcoming U.S.-Africa 
Leaders Summit in August, and answered 
several questions from the audience 
regarding his work on regional stabilization 
and the lack of extremist group activity in 
his country.
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Carolyn Campbell, managing director and general 
counsel at Emerging Capital Partners, introduces 
President Guelleh.

Earl Gast, assistant administrator for Africa 
at the United States Agency for International 
Development, gives opening remarks.
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Kelly serves as the 
assistant to the CFO 
and has provided 
CCA with accounting 
support services 
since April 2011. She 
has a proven track 
record of managing 
special accounting 
systems, including 
CCA’s current USAID 
grant system and 
chart of accounts. 
She has managed the 

financial and regulatory compliance aspects 
and helped the program achieve successful 
monitoring of costs and financial progress. 
Kelly also assists with daily accounting 
tasks and helps interpret financial reports 
for the CFO. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting in 2010 from Virginia 
Commonwealth University and is well-
versed in USAID cost accounting guidelines 
and financial and cash management.

STAFF PROFILE: 
KELLY BURTON
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On May 20, CCA hosted a joint Health and 
ICT Working Group titled “Innovative Mobile 
Technologies to Improve Women’s and 
Children’s Health.” Dr. Patricia Mechael, PhD, 
MHS, the executive director of the mHealth 
Alliance, provided opening remarks and 
an overview of the alliance, underscoring 
the program’s partnership with the United 
Nation’s Innovation Working Group (IWG) 
grant competition. Created in 2010, the 
IWG catalytic grant competition for mobile 
health programs aims to improve maternal, 
newborn and child health in support of the 
UN Secretary General’s “Every Woman, Every 
Child” global strategy. 
Funded by the World Health Organization, in 
partnership with the Norwegian Agency for 

Development Cooperation, grants awarded 
support and encourage the scale-up of 
innovative mHealth projects that improve 
the lives of mothers and children. The first 
round of awards was administered in 2011, 
and collectively since then, the three rounds 
of IWG grantees aspire to reach nearly 31 
million people spread across communities 
in 14 countries with lifesaving messaging 
and services. In addition to catalytic funding, 
competitive grants offer technical assistance, 
the generation of evidence-based practices 
to monitor and evaluate impact, partnership 
building and the development of sustainable 
business models. 
This session highlighted three panelists 
who represented organizations selected to 
receive catalytic grants: Hannah Bowen, 
director of policy and advocacy, Malaria No 
More; Sarah Andersson, country technical 
manager, Supply Chains for Community 
Case Management (SC4CCM) Project, John 
Snow Inc. (JSI); and Allen Wilcox, president, 
VillageReach. Ranging from the utilization of 
data to improve access to medicines, to toll- 

free hotlines, to malaria awareness campaign 
efforts through SMS technology, the overviews 
provided by each panelist discussed 
challenges and opportunities in scaling-up, 
as well as the encouragement of continued 
private sector engagement. For more 
information and to view the presentations 
from each speaker, please contact Ashleigh 
Cooper at cca@africacncl.org.

MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES 
ANSWER CALL FOR 
IMPROVING HEALTH
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TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR CCA MEMBERSHIP

On  May 12, CCA’s 
Energy and Finance 
Working Groups 
co-hosted Mr. Afolabi 
Oladele, partner 
at African Capital 
Alliance (ACA), based 
in Lagos, Nigeria. 
Mr. Oladele began 
by highlighting the 
investment potential 
throughout Nigeria 
and West Africa, and 
how his private equity 
firm has worked to 

capture this opportunity. ACA was formed 
in 1997 and has built a wealth of credibility 
and recognition since it began operating. The 
organization has facilitated funding of more 
than $700 million. ACA’s investments span 
a number of sectors, however, Mr. Oladele 
cited the energy industry as an area that has 
become increasingly promising. 
Mr. Oladele continued by discussing Nigeria’s 
recent shift from government ownership 
to privatization, which has now presented 
investors with new means of participating in 
the market. The transformation of the energy 
sector towards private ownership included 
the sale of 11 generation and distribution 
operations that were previously managed 
by local governments in various provinces 
throughout the nation. The disparity between 
the power supply and the demand for energy 
remains a challenge facing private equity 
involvement in the relatively new industry. 
This remains a source of constant concern 

that requires immediate action. Additionally, 
the current market price of gas ($2 per 
MMBtu) has proven to be a discouraging 
factor for transporters of the commodity. Mr. 
Oladele stated that in addition to the already 
low profit margins, those transporting gas 
would also have to account for losses due 
to the high cost of maneuvering through 
precarious infrastructure. On the other hand, 
the emerging consumer developments in 
infrastructure, regulatory reform and the high 
amounts of national resource reserves have all 
contributed to favorable projections for future 
demand and capacity.
Mr. Oladele then opened the discussion 

to  questions, during which he addressed 
other matters, such as national security risks 
when assessing viable investment candidates 
and initiatives that have been undertaken 
to promote gas transportation. In particular, 
he touched upon the current feasibility 
and development testing that has begun to 
explore offshore gas transportation through 
new pipelines. Discussants agreed that the 
ultimate success of this program would be 
highly contingent on an increase of oil prices 
to a range between $7-$9, which transporters 
say is a more realistic target. He concluded by 
reasserting that the newly accessible market 
made available by privatization is prime for 
investor exploration.

BUILDING LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS TO STRENGTHEN AFRICA’S ENERGY SECTOR

Stay Up to Date: Subscribe to CCA’s Daily News Clips to stay current on news, business intelligence, events and opportunities for your 
company. In addition, our e-Journal provides a monthly events recap. Encourage staff and colleagues to sign up as well — CCA benefits and 
events extend to all members of your company! Click “Stay Informed” on CCA’s website to subscribe.
Be Informed: Meet African ministers and Heads of State interested in improving the business environment in, and attracting new investment 
to, their countries. Participate in dinners, forums, private meetings and receptions aimed at facilitating your relationships with high-level 
African officials. Since January of this year, CCA member companies have had the chance to meet five African Heads of State, learning about 
investment opportunities, meeting new business partners and understanding policy concerns.
Join the Conversation: Member companies convene monthly for working group meetings to hear from guest speakers and explore emerging 
opportunities in agribusiness, capacity building, energy, finance, health, ICT, infrastructure and security. CCA also holds country working 
groups on the Congo, East Africa, Liberia and Nigeria. Find us on Twitter, @CorpCnclAfrica, or Facebook to continue the conversation via our 
social media platforms. We have more than 2500 Twitter followers and over 800 likes on Facebook. 
Network, Network, Network: CCA hosts more than 100 meetings and special events each year and member companies get a significant 
discount on registration to all business conferences and trade missions. These conferences provide member companies with greater access, 
connections and insight, catalyzing U.S. investment  in Africa. Every year, CCA recognizes business excellence and leaders in Africa. Find out 
more by contacting Jennifer Wright, director of special events, at jwright@africacncl.org.
Don’t Know Where to Start?: CCA recently launched its Roadmap initiative to help member companies utilize all that CCA has to offer. 
First offered to companies that joined CCA in 2014, these roadmaps enable our member companies to stay informed, join the conversation 
and connect with viable partners to make new friends, contacts and customers. If you need help figuring out which events to attend or how to 
develop your CCA Roadmap, don’t hesitate to contact Daniel Wolf, director of membership, at dwolf@africacncl.org.

Afolabi Oladele
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The Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) 
is partnering with the International Food 
and Agribusiness Management Association 
(IFAMA) to bring the annual Agribusiness and 
Food World Forum to Africa for the first time. 
On June 15-19, more than 500 private and 
public sector leaders representing more than 
30 countries will gather at the International 
Conference Center in Cape Town, South 
Africa, to address the enormous growth 
potential of the agribusiness and agriculture 
industries on the continent. 
During the conference’s private sector-focused 
World Forum, June 17-19, CCA member 
representatives from Land O’ Lakes Inc., 
Novus International, Visa and other industry 
leaders will engage in panel discussions, 
workshops, plenaries and demonstrations 
of new, cutting-edge technology. Session 
discussions will cover topics such as 
agricultural capacity building, transformative 
technologies,  SME sustainability, and the 
relationship between talent capacity and 
productivity in emerging markets.
The Forum will open with remarks from CCA 
member Pamela Chitenhe of DuPont, as well 
as CCA’s President and CEO, Stephen Hayes. 
According to Mr. Hayes, “Agriculture and 
agribusiness are projected to grow from $313 
billion today to $1 trillion in sub-Saharan 
Africa by 2030.” 
The CCA and IFAMA partnership combines 
the vast networks and expertise of two 
strong organizations and presents a valuable 
platform for CCA members who have interest 
in the development of the agriculture sector 
across the continent. IFAMA serves as a global 
networking organization that encourages 
economic growth by uniting policy makers 
and private companies in the agribusiness 
and agro-industry sectors to improve the 
food production and consumption chain 
throughout the world. 
The conference will also feature a pan-African 
trade exposition highlighting important 
businesses that represent the value chain 
of food and agribusiness on the continent. 
Registration for the exposition is still open 
and we encourage all of our members with 
agribusiness interests in the region to attend 
and participate in this event. 
This year’s Agribusiness and Food World 
Forum sponsors include CCA member 
organizations Dupont, McLarty Associates, 
Novus International, Polsinelli, South African 
Airways and Standard Bank. 
For more information, and to register please 
visit www.IFAMA2014.com or contact 
Jennifer Wright at cca@africacncl.org. 

CCA AND IFAMA 
PARTNER  TO BRING FOOD 
AND AGRIBUSINESS 
CONFERENCE TO AFRICA

On May 6, the CCA Energy Working Group 
was honored to co-host an industry briefing 
titled “Oil & Gas Opportunities in Ghana” 
at the Offshore Technology Conference in 
Houston, Texas. The meeting featured the 
Vice President of Ghana, His Excellency P.K. 
Amissah Arthur; the Minister of Energy, the 
Honorable Emmanuel Armah-Kofi Buah; the 
U.S. Ambassador to Ghana, the Honorable 
Gene Cretz; and the CEO for the Ghana 
National Petroleum Corporation (GNPC), 
Alexander Kofi-Mensah Mould; as well as 
private sector speakers from Kosmos Energy 
and General Electric. 
In his introductory remarks, Ambassador Cretz 
outlined the importance of local partners 
in Ghana’s commercial landscape, saying, 
“Relationships are the local currency.” He 
also stated that Ghana’s medium-term outlook 
is strong; however, he emphasized that 
the government must lower the deficit and 
address local content regulations in oil and 
gas, in order to fulfill the country’s potential 
as a regional leader. Along with Ambassador 
Cretz, each speaker praised the fundamental 
role that CCA has played in facilitating 
business relationships between the U.S. and 
Africa.
Next, Vice President Arthur addressed 
concerns about transaction speed and local 
content regulations. He said that Ghanaians 
are deliberate and careful in an effort to 
provide the safest and most transparent 
business environment as possible. The Vice 
President also announced that gas and 
local content are high on the agenda for the 

legislative calendar, as disruptions in power 
have limited economic growth and natural 
gas is seen as an enabler for complementary 
agencies. Minister Buah also stated that it is 
time to review shortcomings in local content 
laws in order to encourage investment, 
although he pointed out that several U.S. 
companies, including CCA members 
Anadarko, Hess, Kosmos, Shell, and General 
Electric, are already engaged in Ghana.
Mr. Mould echoed Ambassador Cretz’s 
sentiment that in order to do business 
in Ghana, companies need to establish 
themselves in the country and make real 
partnerships. He said that in the next two 
to five years, Ghana will spend $25 billion 
developing new blocks, and they would like 
to see U.S. companies partnering with local 
groups on these developments. One project 
he highlighted was the Voltaian Basin, which 
the Ghana National Petroleum Corporation 
(GNPC) is working to fast track, in an effort 
to solve the country’s power woes. Over the 
next six months, GNPC will be conducting 
geological assessments and exploring options 
to invite investors to partner in the venture.
A private sector panel closed out the forum, 
with executives from Kosmos Energy and 
General Electric both expressing their 
excitement over their business ventures in 
Ghana. They also encouraged the government 
to continue refinements to governance, 
regulations and management of the petroleum 
sector to help increase FDI and meet the 
country’s goals on electricity supply.

INDUSTRY BRIEFING FOCUSES ON 
OIL AND GAS OPPORTUNITIES IN GHANA
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CCA MEMBER PROFILES

Africa Confidential is a specialist provider of 
reporting and analysis on Africa, edited by 
Patrick Smith, the leading English-language 
expert on African affairs. It has a hard-won 
reputation for proprietary, actionable intel 
acquired during more than 50 years of 
continuous reporting on the continent.
Clients worldwide rely on Africa Confidential 
to give them the depth of understanding 
of key political, economic and security 
issues that ‘open source’ material can’t 
provide. This intel is used for: corporate due 
diligence; reputational, political and country 

risk assessment; ethical and regulatory 
compliance (e.g. FCPA/UKBA, OFAC, Dodd-
Frank, EITI and Equator Principles); anti-
terrorism; conflict early warning, analysis and 
resolution; and humanitarian relief.
At the core of the Africa Confidential Plus 
service is a fortnightly report on the most 
significant current issues across Africa 
(available online, and in hard copy and PDF 
newsletter format). Clients also receive: 
• Every Monday: a Weekly Briefing from 
Patrick Smith, alerting them to the most 
important events of the next 7 days
• Tuesday – Friday: by email, subscriber-only 
intra-week reports

• 24/7 access to the online archive of reports 
and data at www.africa-confidential.com 
Africa Confidential‘s worldwide clientele 
includes: corporations operating in a variety 
of sectors in Africa, including energy, 
mining, infrastructure and capital markets; 
risk advisory firms; international law and 
accounting firms; national intelligence 
agencies; defense and foreign ministries; think 
tanks and humanitarian agencies.
Trial access to the full service is available 
to CCA members on application. For more 
information, please contact Chris Gregory at 
chris@africa-confidential.com.

One Thousand & One Voices™ is a 
movement of influential families investing 
Relational Capital, Intellectual Capital 
and Patient Financial Capital — or Three-
Dimensional Capital™ — to profitably 
accelerate prosperity in rising markets.
One Thousand & One Voices is defined by 
families, capital and prosperity. The families 
involved have come together around the 

premise that in order to drive economic 
development and create stable jobs of which 
people can be proud, private family capital 
is the answer, not philanthropy. Each family’s 
capital is three-dimensional: Relational 
Capital leverages the family’s connections 
and influence, Intellectual Capital leverages 
their business and industry knowledge, and 
Patient Financial Capital provides the funding 
that rising market businesses need to grow. 
Prosperity is the movement’s objective—both 
through accelerating prosperity in rising 
markets and through increased prosperity for 
investors.
Through its $300 million Africa fund, One 
Thousand & One Voices’ initial focus is on 
sub-Saharan Africa. In addition to the positive 

macroeconomic fundamentals and rapidly 
improving business landscape in the region, 
One Thousand & One Voices sees substantial 
opportunity in the development of a new 
private equity model to invest in African 
companies. 
The initial target sectors for the Africa fund 
include Consumer, Logistics, Agribusiness, 
Financial and Business Services, Healthcare, 
Education and Telecommunications Media & 
Technology, and the target countries include 
Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Gabon, Botswana, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
South Africa, and Zambia.
For more information, visit www.1k1v.com. 

The current owners of Seafarer International 
LLC purchased it in 2010. The company’s 
senior staff collectively has over 27 years 
of professional experience on the African 
continent. Accordingly, the company’s niche 
services – logistics, architecture/construction, 
training and security – are tailored to both 
those individual backgrounds as well as 
a long list of commercial contacts in sub-
Saharan Africa. Seafarer’s normal modus 

operandi is to seek supporting contracts from 
corporate entities, international agencies and 
national governments – contracts that serve to 
advance a client’s larger objectives in pursuit 
of their goals on the continent. Normally, 
the company seeks out local firms to serve 
as executing partners in these commercial 
endeavors, assuring a first class quality of 
delivery to clients.
Recently, Seafarer provided Meals 
Ready to Eat packages to humanitarian 
organizations working in Mali; designed 
and completed work on an award winning 
sea base construction contract in Senegal; 
provided security for the Senegalese Navy 
in the execution of their support activities in 
Cassamance Province Senegal; and provided 

Peace Keeping and Enforcement training for 
United Nations-supported African Union 
Peacekeepers in Somalia.
Under the leadership of Seafarer’s 
Harvard-trained architect/Vice President 
for Operations, the company is currently 
pursuing construction project opportunities 
in Somalia and Mali, as well as other niche 
opportunities in Kenya, Ethiopia and The 
Arabian Gulf.
Seafarer looks forward to addressing new 
client needs in the company’s niche functions 
and in other areas as opportunities offer. 
For more information, contact Wayne Long at 
wlong@seafarerinternationalllc.com, or visit 
www.seafarerinternationalllc.com.

IBM in Africa
IBM is accelerating its commitment to Africa 
and helping both businesses and governments 
on the continent leapfrog the innovation 
divide. The company recently announced a 
$100 million investment to bring its Watson 
and other cognitive systems to Africa to fuel 
development across the continent in an 
ambitious 10-year project, called “Project 

Lucy.”
IBM has a long history in Africa and is taking 
its role as a technology leader seriously, 
helping to boost the capacities of Africa’s 
people and institutions – including skills, 
technology infrastructure, governance and 
basic science and research. 
Last year, IBM opened its first African 
Research Laboratory, the 12th globally. The 
facility is conducting research into the grand 
challenges of the African continent, drawing 
insight from vast amounts of data to find 
solutions to Africa’s most pressing challenges, 
such as energy, water, transportation, 
agriculture and healthcare.
In the past 5 years, IBM has set up offices in 
Angola, Mauritius, Tanzania, Senegal, Ghana, 

Nigeria and Kenya and is now present in 24 
countries. 
IBM supports hundreds of clients across 
Africa, from helping bank the unbanked in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, to supplying 
leading edge mobile banking across East 
and West Africa, which included a cloud 
solution for West African service provider 
Surfline Communications to expand mobile 
data services. In South Africa, IBM is helping 
a major insurer use predictive analytics to 
halt fraudulent insurance claims and also 
working with a key research institute on new 
treatments for tuberculosis.
Learn more about IBM in Africa:
http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/
presskit/34710.wss

Seafarer International LLC
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NOW ISTHETIMETO
INVEST INAFRICA

“Global executives and investors cannot

afford to ignore the continent’s immense

potential. Today the rate of return on

foreign investment in Africa is higher

than any other developing region.”

— McKinsey Global Institute
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A regional market becomes much more 
attractive to investors as the market size 
grows significantly and the access to all 
countries in the regional market becomes 
equal. To develop a regional market, 
however, requires a harmonization of 
customs duties, roads, rail systems and an 
increasingly common set of laws, much 
like those in the European Union. However, 
because the stage of development 
varies so greatly throughout Africa, the 
administration has chosen to focus on the 
regional market area deemed most likely 
to evolve into an effective working regional 
community, the East Africa Community.
It will not be easy for the East Africa 
Community to effectively develop into a 
regional market, even though historically 
Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya once were 
linked as a regional market shortly after 
their respective independence. Kenya is the 
economic giant and linchpin to the region, 
a fact that Tanzania has been reluctant to 
accept. Burundi lags far behind the other 
four, and is the only purely Francophone 
country since President Paul Kagame made 
English the official language of Rwanda. 

Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda have pledged 
to move forward together, regardless of any 
differences with Tanzania, but Uganda’s 
anti-gay laws have complicated possible 
cooperation with the United States. Kenya-
U.S. relations, meanwhile, have been 
prickly, with President Uhuru Kenyatta 
under indictment from the International 
Court of Justice. It seems likely, however, 
that those charges will be dropped soon. 
But, aside from South Africa, the East Africa 
community is the most advanced region 
economically and politically. There is not a 
better region for U.S.-Africa cooperation to 
develop. 
It will not be easy, for not only will 
agreements of trade facilitation have to be 
built between the United States and the 
East Africa Community, but the five nations 
of the community must also develop a 
more effective means of working together. 
Customs duties will need to be harmonized 
and shared. Trust must be built and the 
egos of leaders must be sublimated for the 
common good. It will not be easy, but it 
is essential for the economic and political 
security of the region and of Africa.

TRANSITIONS
CCA welcomes new members Africa 
Confidential; Blumberg Grain; Hart 
Security/CTG Global; and GeoPoll.

RECENT EVENTS
5/6: CCA hosts A Special Luncheon with 
His Excellency Ismaïl Omar Guelleh, 
President of the Republic of Djibouti

5/6: CCA and The U.S. Commercial 
Service present Industry Briefing: Oil & 
Gas Opportunities in Ghana (a special 
session presented as part of the Offshore 
Technology Conference 2014 in Houston, 
Texas), featuring His Excellency P.K. 
Amissah Arthur, Vice President of the 
Republic of Ghana The Honorable Gene 
Cretz, U.S. Ambassador to Ghana The 
Honorable Emmanuel Armah-Kofi Buah, 
Energy Minister of Ghana  

5/12: CCA’s Finance and Energy Working 
Groups present Investing in West Africa’s 
Energy and Power Sector, a discussion 
with Mr. Afolabi Oladele, Partner, African 
Capital Alliance 

5/14: CCA’s Security Working Group 
presents Reflections on the Crisis in South 
Sudan with guest speaker Ambassador 
Hiruy Amanuel, Former Chief of Political 
Affairs, United Nations Mission In South 
Sudan 

5/15: CCA’s Energy Working Group and 
Dentons present Local Content: Building 
Local Partnerships to Strengthen Africa’s 
Energy Sector with guest speakers 
Irena Agalliu, Managing Director, IHS 
Consulting; Guly Sabahi, Partner, Dentons; 
and Silvana Tordo, Lead Energy Economist, 
The World Bank

5/20: CCA’s Health and ICT Working 
Groups present Innovative Mobile 
Technologies to Improve Women’s and 
Children’s Health with guest speakers Mark 
Allen, Managing Director, Africa Programs, 
Malaria No More; Sarah Andersson, 
Country Technical Manager, SC4CCM 
Project, John Snow Inc.; Patricia Mechael 
PhD, MHS, Executive Director, mHealth 
Alliance, United Nations Foundation; and 
Allen Wilcox, President, VillageReach 

5/29: CCA’s Power Africa Working Group 
presents Navigating the Power Sector 
in Liberia & Nigeria with guest speakers 
Professor Chidi Onyia, Chief of Staff to 
the Minister of Power, Nigeria; Engr. Beks 
Dagogo-Jack, Chairman of the Presidential 
Task Force for Power, Nigeria; and Hon. 
Patrick Sendolo, Minister of Lands, Mines & 
Energy, Liberia

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
...continued from front page.
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MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATE COUNCIL ON AFRICA
Abt Associates
ACADEMI  
ACDI/VOCA
Acrow Bridge
Africa Atlantic
Africa Confidential
Africa Continental Holdings
African Leadership Development Council
AGCO Corporation
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Albright Stonebridge Group
AllAfrica Global Media
Alstom Egypt
American Cancer Society
American Patriot Solar Community
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Ascot Company
ASKY Airlines
Aspen Group
Atlantic Energy
Baker Hostetler, LLP
Bechtel
Beverly Development & Realties
Black & Veatch
Bloomberg
Blumberg Grain 
Bode Technology Group
Boulle Mining Group
Business Books International
CAMAC International
Captain Consultants
Cardno Emerging Markets USA
Caterpillar, Inc.
Chevron Corporation
Citi
CNH Industrial
Cohen & Woods International
Commerce Ghana
Computer Frontiers
Contemporary Group
ContourGlobal 
Covenant Security Solutions
Covington & Burling, LLP
CRDB Bank
CTG Global 
Cummins
Dangote Group
Danya International 
Delphos International
Dentons
DAI
Development Finance International
DLA Piper, LLP
Dupont Pioneer
EAI Information Systems
Edelman
Ekpac China
Eleqtra

Emerging Capital Partners
Emery Mukendi Wafwana & Associates
Encore Solutions
Energy Resources Group
Engility Corporation
ERHC Energy, Inc.
Escambia Enterprises 
Essex Construction
Ethiopian Airlines
ExxonMobil Corporation
Fayus, Inc.
FedEx Corporation 
Firestone Natural Rubber Company
FMR Consulting, Inc.  
Ford Motor Company
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US, LLP
Fyodor Biotechnologies Corporation
General Electric Company
GeoPoll
Global Business School Network
Global Spectrum Energy Services, Ltd.
GoodWorks International
Graebel Africa Trans
GrainPro, Inc. 
GreenbergTraurig, LLP
Hart Security
Heirs Holdings
Hess Corporation
Hyperdynamics Corporation
IAP Worldwide Services
IBM
Impele Consulting Group
Initiative for Global Development
Inspired Interfaces
International Conservation Caucus Foundation
International Green Structures
International Stability Operation Association
Iroko Capital
Jefferson Waterman International 
JHPIEGO
Joint Aid Management
Kenya Airways
Khafra Engineering Consultants
Kosmos Energy
KPMG South Africa
KRL International
Kupanda Capital
Lazare Kaplan International
Learning Centers Development Group
Lion’s Head Africa
Mabey, Inc.
Manchester Trade
Marathon Oil Company
McLarty Associates
Medtronic
Merck
Michael Baker International

Microsoft Corporation
Minority Business Development Agency    
National 4-H Council
Nationwide Equipment
NBA South Africa Basketball
Noble Energy, Inc.
Novus International
One Thousand & One Voices
Pan African Capital Group
Petrolin Group
Philip Morris International
Philips
Platinum GlobalRE
Polsinelli, PC
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
Procter & Gamble
Project Development International
Project HOPE
Qatar Airways
Rabin Martin
REED, Inc.
SAP Africa
SATAREM
Schaffer International Services
SCS Networks
SEAFARER International
Shell Oil Company
Snotec Facilities Engineering, Ltd.
SOC
SoEnergy International
South African Airways
Southern Star Shipping Company
Standard Bank Group
Star Building Systems
Sunrock Institute
Symbion Power
Taher Investment Group
Telkom SA
The Africa-America Institute
The Boeing Company
The Coca Cola Company
The Sunderland Association Football Club
The Whitaker Group
TransCentury
TSM Corporation
U.S. Africa Development Foundation
U.S. Bridge 
U.S. Pharmacopeial Convention
United Bank for Africa
Veling
Visa, Inc.
Walmart
WaterHealth International
World Cocoa Foundation
Zephyr Management 

             
*List as of May 2014
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