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I was recently in 
Chicago on a panel 
with Gayle Smith, 
Director-designate 
for USAID and Dana 
Hyde, President 
of the Millennium 
Challenge 
Corporation. The 
panel was moderated 
by Ambassador 
Johnnie Carson, 
immediate past 

Assistant Secretary of State for Africa, and 
generally regarded in Washington as one of 
the premier experts on Africa. The audience 
was largely of the diaspora in Chicago, 
students and businesspersons from Africa. 
The diversity of nations represented was 
impressive. I counted at least 30 African 
countries represented. The program was 
organized by U.S. Senator Richard Durbin, 
who is one of the more committed Senators 
on U.S.-Africa relations. Remarkably, 
Senator Durbin sat through the entire 
program from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Seldom 
does one see a U.S. Senator in his own seat 
that long.
There was the usual talk of U.S. business 
missing out on Africa, and there is quite 
a bit of truth to that, but there is also the 
continuing factoid (an item that seems 
like a fact but is not quite a fact) that 
U.S. business is unaware of Africa. It 
was pointed out that hardly any U.S. IT 
company such as Verizon or AT&T were 
in Africa, and essentially the cell phone 
industry has been ceded to China, Europe, 
India and South Africa. There is truth to this, 
but it is not because the U.S. cell phone 
industry is not interested in Africa. Timing 
is everything, and sometimes it is not as 
important to be the first into new territory 
but the second. The truth is that Motorola, 
Verizon, Southwestern Bell and Africa 
One, all U.S. companies engaged in the 
cell phone industry were early members of 
CCA. They were the pioneers advocating 
cell phones in Africa as the world entered 
the third Millennium A.D. None, with 
the possible exception of Motorola, are 
engaged in Africa at this time. What 
happened?
 

The Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) 
led a delegation of 16 people from 10 
different companies on a trade mission 
to Abuja, Nigeria on October 11-15, 
which coincided with the 21st Nigerian 
Economic Group Summit. In addition to the 
discussions on policy and business climate 
during the NESG Summit, the delegates 
explored current investment opportunities 
and networked with key business leaders 
in the public and private sectors to discuss 
prospective partnerships in a variety of 
industries, including aviation, health, 
defense, housing, energy and infrastructure. 
Participating companies included American 
Building Systems International; The Boeing 
Company; Chevron; Gilead Sciences, Inc.; 

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics; Mantrac 
Nigeria Limited; ND Western, Petrolin 
Group; Pioneer Energy and Zenith Bank. 
Ambassador Robert Perry, Vice President 
of International Programs for CCA, led the 
delegation along with CCA staff members 
Ekenem Isichei and Biova Kabine.
This was CCA’s third trade mission 
to Nigeria in four years, and it was 
designed for the delegates to gain a 
deeper understanding of Nigeria’s current 
investment climate and opportunities 
during a period of slowing economic 
growth at the beginning of the Buhari 
Administration. Vice President Osinbajo’s 
keynote speech at the 21st NESG Summit 
defined the Nigerian government’s 
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CCA DELEGATION EXPLORES 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
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CCA’s Nigeria trade mission delegation with Dr. Emmanuel Ibe Kachikwu, Group MD, NNPC 
on October 12, 2015.
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perspective and economic policy goals, 
which shaped the discussion on economic 
growth and business strategies.
On October 12, the delegates met with 
Permanent Secretaries and their teams 
from the Federal Ministry of Finance, 
Federal Ministry of Power, Federal Ministry 
of Defense, Federal Ministry of Aviation, 
Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Investment, Federal Ministry of Health, and 
with the Group Managing Director of the 
Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC). The delegation also attended 
a dinner hosted by Zenith Bank at the 
Transcorp Hilton Hotel. 
On the margins of the October 13-15 
Nigeria Economic Summit, the delegates 
also took advantage of B2B and B2G 
meetings with their Nigerian counterparts. 
The delegation met with several Nigerian 
Governors including: Chief Dr. Samuel 
Ortom, Governor of Benue State and 
Professor Ben Ayade, Governor of Cross 
River State.

On October 15, the delegation met with 
the U.S. Embassy Country Team, Nigeria 
Investment Promotion Commission (NIPC), 
the Federal Ministry of Works, the Federal 
Ministry of Mines and Steel and the Federal 
Ministry of Federal Capital Territory. 
CCA would like to thank the U.S. Embassy 
in Abuja, the Nigerian government, the 
Nigerian Embassy in Washington, D.C., 
all of the participating companies and 
delegates and our generous sponsors of 
CCA’s 2015 Nigeria Trade Mission: Petrolin 
Group and Zenith Bank for helping us 
host another successful trade mission on 
the continent. CCA leads several trade 
missions each year to explore investment 
opportunities across Africa. Earlier this 
year, there have been trade missions to 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Mauritius, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. Visit our trade 
mission page www.africacncl.org/trade-
missions to learn more about CCA trade 
missions, and join us as we explore the 
continent from Ethiopia at the U.S.-Africa 
Business Summit on February 1- 4, 2016. 

A CONVERSATION 
WITH U.S. SPECIAL 
ENVOY TO THE 
GREAT LAKES

CCA’s Congo Working 
Group welcomed 
Ambassador Thomas 
Perriello, the U.S. 
Special Envoy to 
the Great Lakes 
Region (GLR) on 
Friday October 9, 
2015. Ambassador 
Perriello succeeds 
Senator Russ Feingold 
who served in that 
position from 2013 to 

2015.
Regarding the DRC and Rwanda, he noted 
that there has been progress on the ground. 
He highlighted the fact that President 
Kabila has not said he would run for a 
third term, though the general political 
environment is still blurry following the 
open letter from the opposition.

In the case of Burundi the crisis is much 
more complex. What began as a domestic 
issue has now spilled over to neighboring 
countries, displacing more than 100,000 
refugees. The United States stands by its 
views that the constitution should not be 
modified and term limits and democratic 
transfers of power are essential to stability 
in the region, and will continue to push 
for a political dialogue amongst all 
stakeholders in view of resolving the 
current crisis. The U.S.’ stance on term 
limits holds true for neighboring countries 
including the Republic of Congo, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda. The Burundian crisis should serve 
as a cautionary tale for nations to respect 
institutional frameworks for peaceful 
democratic transitions and term limits.

CCA TRADE WORKING GROUP UPDATE

On October 20, the CCA Trade Working 
Group met to discuss findings from the 
October 13 Global Cold Chain Symposium 
in Nairobi, Kenya.  John Miller and 
Ludwika Alvarez of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce and Jacob Eberhart of 
Everhardt Capital provided a readout 
of the Symposium, which focused on 
opportunities and challenges in the cold 
chain sector and highlighted a case study 
on Kenya’s cold chain by a member of the 
Working Group, the Global Cold Chain 
Alliance (GCCA).
Although entrepreneurial efforts to develop 
the cold chain in Kenya have been notable, 
symposium participants pinpointed several 
priority areas where additional activities 
could further strengthen the cold chain and 
encourage investment: 
• Increased trade facilitation and 
regulatory focus, including awareness 
and harmonization of product and cold 
storage standards and focus on regulation 
of cold chain construction and packaging 
requirements to support all avenues of 
trade. At the Symposium, the EAC indicated 
interest in further work in this area. 
• Access to capital is a challenge for local 
cold chain operators, and participants 
identified a need for increased funding 
options, particularly those that would 
allow companies to establish their own 
infrastructure, which would encourage 
further investment.

• Infrastructure for refrigerated 
transportation, including road and 
rail, needs improvement. Symposium 
participants suggested the cost of 
refrigerated warehousing might be matched 
with farm size, which allows for smaller 
facilities for smaller farms and use of 
technology like solar power. 
• Traceability of products could be 
facilitated through the use of tracking 
devices that could ascertain the origin of 
products and promote quality assurance. 
• Third-Party Logistics (3PLs) are needed 
in the Kenyan market, especially given 
that private equity investors seek to invest 
in companies with an existing vertically 
integrated system (including cold chain). 
• Education and training related to 
development of a cold chain system, 
the economics of the system, regulatory 
requirements, and potential business 
opportunities should be enhanced. That is 
especially important in value chains like 
dairy, where 87 percent of milk produced 
in Kenya is unprocessed and thus must be 
consumed within 30 hours of production.
In recognition of the significant business 
opportunities in the sector, future meetings 
of the CCA Trade Working Group will 
include updates on this initiative and the 
sector overall.

Thomas Perriello
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On October 29, CCA hosted Mr. John Reed, 
Director of Africa for the Defense and 
Security Corporation (DSCA). He reports to 
the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
and the DSCA Director, and is responsible 
for the identification, formulation, 
execution and management of United 
States Security Cooperation/Assistance 
Programs for 54 African countries. He 
provides programmatic oversight for 
United States Government Security 
Cooperation programs across Africa 
in accordance with the Department of 
Defense, Security Assistance Management 
Manual (SAMM). Mr. Reed provided an 
overview of DSCA’s Vision 2020 geared 
towards synchronization to meet customer 
expectations along with some other 
tools DSCA utilizes to provide security 
cooperation and assistance activities in 
Africa.
Also in attendance was U.S. Africa 
Command’s inaugural Commander, 
Gen. William “Kip” Ward (Ret.) who 
also shared some real world examples of 
how DSCA supported him while he was 
the Commander. Mr. Reed provided an 
overview of DSCA and its mandate to serve 
as the Department of Defense’s lead agency 
for the execution of Security Cooperation 
programs. 
Mr. Reed discussed defense trade and arms 
transfers, partner equipping, international 
education and training, defense institution 
building and humanitarian assistance 
activities. He also went over foreign 
military sales and foreign military financing 
and provided a very broad outline of the 
process before DSCA is involved.
Overall Mr. Reed’s presentation on Security 
Cooperation tools was very useful for the 
participants as he provided some insights 
on how certain funding may be utilized.

DSCA BRIEFS 
CCA MEMBERS 
ON U.S. SECURITY 
COOPERATION 
AND ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS

On October 29, CCA 
hosted Governor 
Godana Adhi Doyo of 
Isiolo County, Kenya, 
for a roundtable 
on investment 
opportunities in the 
county. He was also 
accompanied by his 
wife, Dr. Madinah 
Golicha Borora, 
who serves as health 
ambassador for the 

county.
Isiolo county, located north of Nairobi, 
is an arid and semi-arid area which is 
also the focal point for the long planned 
LAPSSET corridor. LAPSSET (Lamu Port 
to South Sudan, Ethiopia Transport) will 
eventually include highways, railways, and 
oil pipelines, with the links from Lamu Port 
splitting in Isiolo County to go to South 
Sudan and to Ethiopia. Isiolo also has 
an international airport that is due to be 
completed in December 2015. 
The governor highlighted priority areas, 
including in power (particularly wind and 
solar), livestock production, wildlife tourism 
and mining. The national government has 
also flagged Isiolo for development of a 
resort city, as part of the tourism initiatives 

under the country’s Vision 2030 plan.
In addition to the LAPSSET projects, 
one of Isiolo’s biggest draws is land, the 
governor said. Because of its relatively 
low population density, the county 
government is able to potentially provide 
land concessions for investment projects, 
including for housing, retail development, 
and health clinics. The governor highlighted 
several untapped resources in the county, 
such as gum Arabic and gum resins, as 
well as many minerals and precious stones 
which are being surveyed by both public 
and private groups.
The governor addressed the confusion 
that still remains about the new devolved 
government system, stating that while the 
2010 national constitution gives more 
power to the counties, the frameworks are 
still not in place for direct PPPs with county 
governments; most existing investments are 
done through joint ventures. 
He was hopeful, however, that institutions 
such as the World Bank would soon work 
out how to provide sovereign guarantees 
for counties such as Isiolo to pursue their 
economic development agendas. The 
governor also reiterated his county’s support 
for helping foreign investors to expedite the 
necessary permits to invest in Isiolo.

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND 
IN ISIOLO COUNTY, KENYA

Godana Adhi Doyo
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Governor Godana Adhi Doyo and his wife

Rick China, International Green Structures (IGS), 
and Governor Godana Adhi Doyo. Photo by 
Marjorie Cota

From left to right: Mick Navin, Operative Experience, Chirs Osore, DLR Group, First Lady, Larry Schaefer, 
Schaefer Global Management, Governor Godana Adhi Doyo, Rick China, International Green Structures 
(IGS), Lucas Koach, Food for the Hungry, and Katie Lootens, CCA. Photo by Marjorie Cota



ACCESSING THE U.S. GOVERNMENT POWER AFRICA ‘TOOL BOX’
On Tuesday, October 27, CCA held a 
Power Africa working group to highlight the 
benefits of partnering with Power Africa and 
the resources U.S. government agencies 
offer to private sector companies engaged 
in power projects on the continent. The 
meeting titled, “Power Africa Update: 
Utilizing U.S. Government Resources,” 
featured guest speakers Jason 
Bauer, Director, Private Sector 
Initiatives, The Millennium 
Challenge Corporation; Lida 
Fitts, Regional Director, sub-
Saharan Africa, U.S. Trade and 
Development Agency; Beth 
Hain, Power Africa, United 
States Agency for International 
Development; and Laura Taylor-
Kale, Senior Advisor for Policy 
and Operations, Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation. 
Beth Hain of USAID provided 
opening remarks and an overview 
of USAID’s support for the Power 
Africa Initiative, underscoring 
the agency’s commitment 
to assisting companies with 
advancing power transactions 
through technical support on the 
ground in Power Africa Partner 
countries. Jason Bauer of MCC 
followed by outlining MCC’s 
activities in Africa’s energy 
sector. In September 2015, MCC 
signed a $375 million compact 

focused on Benin’s electric power sector. 
The agreement between MCC and the 
Government of Benin aims to promote 
private investment by supporting policy 
reforms and investing in electricity 
generation, distribution and off-grid 
electrification. Mr. Bauer also highlighted 
MCC’s $498.2 million Ghana Power 

Compact. This agreement, which focuses on 
power infrastructure in addition to policy 
and institutional reforms is the largest U.S. 
Government funded transaction in support 
of Power Africa to date. Mr. Bauer offered 
information on opportunities available 
through both compacts as well as other 
investment opportunities in Tanzania and 

Malawi’s power sector. 
Lida Fitts of USTDA provided 
an overview of the agency’s 
operations on the continent 
with emphasis on USTDA’s 
Power Africa activities. Through 
Power Africa, USTDA has nearly 
tripled its funding for power 
projects across Africa. The 
agency has provided critical 
project planning assistance for 
36 Power Africa projects and 
will help unlock more than $3.8 
billion in financing through its 
support for the initiative. Laura 
Taylor-Kale of OPIC concluded 
the presentations by discussing 
OPIC’s contributions to Power 
Africa. To date, OPIC has 
committed to provide $1.5 billion 
in financing and insurance to 
develop power projects across 
sub-Saharan Africa. The meeting 
ended with a lively discussion 
between the guest speakers, CCA 
members and other companies 
interested in Power Africa. 

On Thursday, 
October 8, CCA 
hosted Honorable 
James Zumwalt, U.S. 
Ambassador to the 
Republic of Senegal 
and the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau. In 
his introductions, 
Ambassador Zumwalt 
presented Senegal 
as a great and stable 
country with diverse 

investment opportunities. The country has 
enjoyed a long history of stable democracy, 
with peaceful change of power. 
Ambassador Zumwalt stressed that the 
country is safe and stable and could 

become a model for other countries and 
economies. He applauded the freedom 
of the press, which plays a major role in 
keeping the executive in check. He also 
expressed his admiration for Senegal’s 
commitment to peace keeping and security 
on the continent and on a global scale by 
participating in UN peacekeeping missions 
despite being a small country. 
While addressing economic issues, 
Ambassador Zumwalt said that the 
Senegalese public and private sectors have 
strong interests in partnering with American 
businesses. In addition, the government is 
focusing on growing the economy through 
foreign investments with the private sector 
as a key partner. In order to boost the 
private sector and facilitate investment 

flows, the government constructed a new 
Special Economic Zone, which includes 
a university, highways with toll roads, an 
industrial zone and a port. 
Ambassador Zumwalt noted that this 
new investment is not enough to satisfy 
current and future demands. He indicated 
that more infrastructure is needed and 
that the government has opened up the 
sector for more private sector investment 
to build more efficient infrastructure to 
create a multiplier effect in sectors such as 
agribusiness, power and manufacturing.
Ambassador Zumwalt also addressed 
the progress made in the health sector in 
Senegal. He noted the government’s effort 
to build capacity within the country and he 
acknowledged Senegal’s role as a safe base 
for foreign medical personal during the 
Ebola Crisis in West Africa. As a result of 
this partnership, CDC has recently opened 
a new office in Senegal. The country is 
also working towards becoming a hub for 
research on cancer for the West African 
region. 
Ambassador Zumwalt concluded by 
describing the ICT and mobile technology 
revolution that Senegal is experiencing. 
Mobile devices are now used to transfer 
money from one operator to another, 
disseminate information to the public and 
share updated markets information like 
price and product availability which opens 
the market to farmers and enable them to 
sell their products at the market rate.

U.S. AMBASSADOR ZUMWALT BRIEFS MEMBERS 
ON THE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN SENEGAL

James Zumwalt
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THE DRC’S PLAN TO ADDRESS FOOD 
SECURITY NEEDS THROUGH CENTERS 
FOR INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT

On October 7, 
John Ulimwengu 
Senior Advisor of the 
Democratic Republic 
of the Congo’s 
Prime Minister’s 
Office participated 
in an agribusiness 
and infrastructure 
working group 
meeting at CCA’s 
offices. He updated 
CCA members on 

the progress related to the agricultural 
business parks and centers for integrated 
development backed by the DRC 
government to meet the country’s 
increasing demand for food. The 
government’s support is also based on 
the following major economic factors 
for the DRC: 80 million hectares of the 
arable land, population growth that will 
increase dramatically over the next 30 
years, agriculture will continue to be the 
main job creating sector, and 56 percent 
of the surface water in Africa is in the 
DRC. In total, the scheme will have 22 
sites. Mr. Ulimwengu updated members 
on progress of the pilot project launched 
in the Bukanga Lonzao region. The project 
is progressing with the first two phases 
of a four-phase pilot initiated. For the 
first phase, $83 million, including $30 
million for electricity has been allocated 
and electricity should come online this 

month. Within the scheme, between 
10,000 to 50,000 hectares is devoted to 
maize, soybeans and beans. Currently, the 
government is the principal investor of 
the industrial park. However, the plan is 
for the government to sell the majority of 
its shares to the private sector. The second 
phase, with an investment of $100 million, 
focused on increasing vegetable production 
under pivot irrigation (over 1,000 hectares). 
An output of 500 tons a day is being 
projected. Other agricultural products in 
the pilot project include eggs, chicken, fish 
and pork products.
The success of the scheme incorporates 
a holistic approach, integrating science, 
economics, technology, health, energy, 
infrastructure, including roads, community 
development and nutrition. For example, 
before a crop is planted, soil analysis 
is done to determine the right crop 
and equipment, because this upfront 
investment will directly impact yields 
and the environment. The industrial 
park serves both small scale as well as 
large scale farmers. The plan is to list the 
companies investing in the scheme on the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange. Platforms 
for partnerships are available that include 
improvements in the banking system and 
farmers’ organizations, development of 
crop insurance, and food safety related 
to marketing and production of planting 
seeds. 

John Ulimwengu
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CCA MEMBER PROFILES

Strengthening health systems is the most 
sustainable way of improving health and 
saving lives at large scale. For 45 years, 
Management Sciences for Health (MSH), 
the global health NGO, has partnered 
with governments, Ministries of Health, 
and the private sector in 40 African 
countries (and over 70 worldwide) to 
build strong, resilient health systems. 
MSH takes a holistic approach by 
providing expertise across six health 
systems building blocks (leadership, 
management and governance, health 
service delivery, human resources for 
health, pharmaceutical management, 
health care financing, and health 
information) through integrated 
service delivery programs that address 
HIV&AIDS; tuberculosis; malaria and 
other infectious diseases; chronic 
diseases such as cancer, lung and heart 
disease and diabetes; and maternal, 

newborn, and child health. In 2014, 
MSH’s public health projects reached 
nearly 37 million adults and children in 
Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, and South 
Africa combined. MSH partners with 
corporations, the public sector and other 
donors and works with policymakers, 
health professionals, and communities, 
to improve the quality, availability, and 
affordability of health services. MSH 
works at all levels of the health system 
from the household to the community to 
the health facility to national authorities. 
MSH’s vision is a world where everyone 
has the opportunity for a healthy life. 
Please join the effort. 
For more information, visit 
www.msh.org or contact 
Katrena Henderson at 
khenderson@msh.org.

Founded in 1989 under the name of 
Horwath Mauritius, the firm recently 
changed its name to Crowe Horwath 
(Mur) Co. Today Crowe Horwath 
(Mur) Co. (CHM) is among the fastest 
professional services firms in Africa. CHM 
is registered by the Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) 
in the United States, which allows it to 
provide audit services to U.S. and African 
firms.
CHM strives to exceed the client’s 
expectations, with impeccable service 
and the highest quality standards, driven 
by an innovative approach to creating 
solutions to meet their needs. CHM is 
committed to providing unparalleled 
services to help clients meet their 
corporate objectives. The firm does this 
by building trusted relationships that 
become the foundation for ongoing 
ingenuity, creativity and success. CHM’s 
core values: We care | We share | We 
invest | We Grow

The Crowe Horwath network consists of 
more than 140 independent accounting 
and advisory services firms and 726 
offices in more than 125 countries 
around the world, known for local 
knowledge, expertise, and experience 
balanced by an international reputation 
for the highest quality in audit, tax, 
advisory and risk services. 
Being a sister company of Crowe 
Horwath (MUR) Co, Chexsys Consulting 
Ltd is a multi-lingual provider of BPO, 
KPO and outsourced management 
services to businesses all around the 
world. 
This unique combination of our local 
and regional talent coupled with the 
global reach of our network provides 
Crowe Horwath (Mur) Co. with the 
local expertise and global worldwide 
capabilities that clients expect and 
deserve.
For more information visit:
www.crowehorwath.mu
www.chexsysconsulting.mu
www.facebook.com/CHmauritius
https://mu.linkedin.com/pub/crowe-
horwath-mauritius/105/9b3/38
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ABOUT US
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Council on Africa 
(CCA), established 
in 1993, is at 
the forefront of 
strengthening and 
facilitating the 

commercial relationship between the 
United States and the African continent. 

Register now to make connections,
build new partnerships and come

away with tangible, valuable results
www.summit.africacncl.org | #AfricaBizSummit

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ...continued from front page.

As pioneers, each of these companies were 
ahead of the trends. They also may have 
been used to going it alone, as they had 
built their American empires, but Africa 
was at a point of change as well. As Gayle 
Smith and Johnnie Carson pointed out in 
Chicago, there are more democracies in 
Africa now than 15 years ago, a growing 
middle class in key markets, and changing 
legal structures that are only becoming 
more understood now than they were 15 
years ago. A growing middle class also 
means a more discerning marketplace. 
I cannot speak to the details as to why 
each company withdrew from the African 
marketplace, 
although they had 
exactly the right 
product to sell. They 
were about five to 
eight years ahead 
of the boom in the 
largest growth of 
cell phone usage 
in the world. They 
also generally were 
without reliable 
partners on the ground, and they had some 
verbal support from our government, but 
little coordination and financial support. 
When China entered the cell phone market 
they had an active sales force within their 
embassies and had financing available 
to Chinese companies. They also hit the 
crest of the wave of cell phone usage. 
But it was not China alone that benefitted 
from the boom in cell phone usage. Cell 
phones became the primary instrument that 
Africans themselves could use to get around 
the bureaucracy, could reach one another 
in the face of the absence of land lines 
and reliable electricity support. American 
companies may have helped make Africa 
aware early on of the importance of cell 
phones in Africa, but they were not able to 
sustain themselves until the tidal wave of 
new technology arrived in Africa. Timing 
is critical to the introduction of any new 
technology. American companies may have 
been a major factor in other companies 
seeing the vision of cell phones but they 

were not the beneficiaries when a critical 
mass on the continent turned to cellular 
technology. It does not always pay to be the 
first. It is often more important to see the 
mistakes of others before entering in a new 
market.
My point is that the stereotype of American 
companies disinterested in Africa may have 
some truth to it, but it is a very incomplete 
story. We have companies in our offices 
nearly every day wanting to know how to 
enter the African marketplace. We generally 
tell them it is not easy to do it alone. You 
need financing, you need a long-term plan 
and a long-term commitment to build 

relationships. You 
need to work with 
others, both in our 
own government 
and in the 
marketplaces you 
seek. The African 
marketplace is far 
more sophisticated 
than some realize. 
Yet there remains 
54 different nations 

with different laws and customs. You need 
reliable partners.
You also need steady financing, and our 
own government needs to be far more 
supportive of U.S. companies seeking the 
African market than they are now. Our 
embassies need to continue to increase 
their advocacy for U.S. companies, and 
they need the support of Washington, both 
in Congress and in the Executive Branch. 
What was clear to me from the panel 
discussion in Chicago is that there are 
many people, like Gayle Smith and Dana 
Hyde, committed to Africa. Each has a 
role to play in our relationship, but what is 
lacking is still a coordinated approach that 
brings the public and private sector more 
in harmony in support of one another. The 
Obama Administration has only one more 
year before a new Administration is elected. 
However, that time can be used to build 
a bipartisan base to address the need for 
American cooperation in and with Africa.

TRANSITIONS
CCA welcomes new members African 
Strategy Partners, African Sunrise Partners, 
BlackIvy Group, Cicada International and 
Food for the Hungry.

RECENT EVENTS
10/7: CCA’s Agribusiness Working Group 
presents “Addressing Food Security Needs 
through Centers for Integrated Development 
(CID)” with guest speaker John Mususa 
Ulimwengu, PhD, Senior Advisor for Rural 
Development, Office of the Prime Minister, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Senior 
Research Fellow, International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI)

10/8: CCA presents “The State of Affairs 
in Senegal” with guest speaker Honorable 
James Zumwalt, U.S. Ambassador to the 
Republic of Senegal and the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau

10/9: CCA’s Congo Working Group presents 
“A Readout on the United Nations General 
Assembly Meetings Focused on the Great 
Lakes Region” with guest speaker United 
States Special Envoy Thomas Perriello

10/20: CCA’s Agribusiness Working 
Group and Trade Working Group present 
“A Readout on the Global Cold Chain 
Symposium in Nairobi” with guest speakers 
Ludwika Alvarez, U.S. Department of 
Commerce; and Rusty Eason, The Global 
Cold Chain Alliance
10/27: CCA presents “A Roundtable 
Discussion on Opportunities in Isiolo 
County, Kenya” with guest speaker 
Governor Godana Adhi Doyo
10/27: CCA’s Power Africa Working Group 
presents “Power Africa Update: Utilizing 
U.S. Government Resources” with guest 
speakers Jason Bauer, Director, Private 
Sector Initiatives, Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC); Lida Fitts, Regional 
Director, sub-Saharan Africa, U.S. Trade 
and Development Agency (USTDA); and 
Laura Taylor-Kale, Senior Advisor for 
Policy and Operations, Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation (OPIC)

10/29: CCA’s Security Working Group 
presents “A Roundtable Discussion on the 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency’s 
Africa Initiatives” with guest speaker John 
Reed, Africa Team Lead for Operations 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency 
(DSCA)
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MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATE COUNCIL ON AFRICA
ABB, Inc.
ACDI/VOCA
Acrow Bridge
Adepetun Caxton-Martins Agbor & Segun
AECOM
Aeolus Kenya Limited
Africa Atlantic
Africa Business Portal
Africa Confidential
Africa Continental Holdings
African Strategy Partners
African Sunrise Partners
Afro Tourism West Africa Limited
AGCO Corporation
Albright Stonebridge Group
AllAfrica Global Media
Alpine Investments
Amarante UK Ltd.
American Cancer Society
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Ascot Company
Asoko Insight
Association of Equipment Manufacturers
AstraZeneca 
Baker Hostetler, LLP
Bechtel Ltd.
Black & Veatch
BlackIvy Group
Boulle Mining Group
Business Books International
CAMAC International
Caterpillar, Inc.
Chevron Corporation
Cicada International
Citi
CNFA
Cohen & Woods International
Colgate-Palmolive
Computer Frontiers
Consolidated Contractors Company
ContourGlobal 
Covington & Burling, LLP
Crowe Horwath
CTG Global 
DAI
Dangote Group 
Delphos International
Dentons US LLP
Development Finance International
DLA Piper, LLP
DLR Group
EAI Information Systems
Edelman
Elephant Global Holdings

EleQtra
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation
Emerging Capital Partners
Endeavor Energy Holdings, LLC
Engility Corporation
ERHC Energy, Inc.
Essex Construction
Ethiopian Airlines
Exchange Data International
ExxonMobil Corporation
Fayus, Inc.
FELTT
FMR Consulting, Inc.
Food for the Hungry
Ford Motor Company
Freeport-McMoRan
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US, LLP
General Electric Company
GeoPoll
Gilead Sciences
Global Business School Network
Global Spectrum Energy Services, Ltd.
GoodWorks International
GrainPro, Inc. 
GreenbergTraurig, LLP
Groupe Jeune Afrique
Hart Security
Heirs Holdings 
Hess Corporation
Humana People to People
IBM
Inchcape Shipping Services
Index Brook Limited
Initiative for Global Development
Inspired Interfaces
International Conservation Caucus Foundation
International Green Structures
Investment Climate Facility for Africa
IREX
Iroko Pharmaceuticals, LLC
Jefferson Waterman International 
JHPIEGO
Khafra Engineering Consultants
Kosmos Energy
KRL International LLC
Kupanda Capital
Law Offices of Kenneth G. Hurwitz
Lazare Kaplan International, Inc. 
LEKOIL
MacLean Power Systems 
Management Sciences for Health
Manchester Trade
Marathon Oil Company
McLarty Associates

Medtronic, Inc.
Michael Baker International
Microsoft Corporation
Minority Business Development Agency
Mota-Engil Africa
NBA South Africa Basketball
Noble Energy, Inc.
One Thousand & One Voices
Pan African Capital Group
Petrolin Group
Philip Morris International
Phillips Consulting Limited
Pioneer Energy
Plexus Consulting
Polsinelli, PC
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
Procter & Gamble
Project HOPE
R.S Logistical Solutions
Rabin Martin
Shell Oil Company
SkyPower Services ULC
SOC
South African Airways
Southern Star Shipping Company
Standard Bank of South Africa
Star Building Systems
Sunrock Institute
Symbion Power
Telkom SA
The Africa-America Institute
The Boeing Company
The Bridges Institute 
The Coca-Cola Company
The Whitaker Group
Toucan Aviation
TransCentury
TSM Corporation
TUSKON
U.S. Africa Development Foundation
U.S. Pharmacopeial Convention
United Africa Group
United Bank for Africa
Varian Medical Systems
VeraDaniel & Company
Visa, Inc.
Vital Capital Fund
Walmart
World Cocoa Foundation
Yazmi USA, LLC
Zenith Bank
Zephyr Management 

*List as of November 2015
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