
The Forum will be CCA’s second major 
event this year promoting agribusiness 
opportunities in Africa after the successful 
Nigerian agribusiness investment forum in 
April and will be CCA’s second event on the 
continent in two years after the 2011 AGOA 
Forum in Lusaka, Zambia.  
Following the rollout of the Grow Africa 
agricultural investment plans at the World 
Economic Forum earlier this year and the 
G-8 announcement of the New Alliance for 
Food Security and Nutrition, which includes 
as signatories many CCA members, African 

agricultural development is at the forefront 
of the business community. CCA’s pan-
African investment forum will augment 
these efforts by bringing together U.S. 
and African decision-makers and industry 
leading company representatives to partner 
on bankable projects in the agriculture 
sector. Companies that attend will learn 
of opportunities in key agricultural value 
chains, including staple and cash crop 
production, mechanized farming and agro-
processing, crop storage and transportation. 
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A large percentage of the East African 
Community (EAC) plans for the development 
of infrastructure should start to be based on 
locally sourced funds.
This is better than waiting for development 
partners who delay funding projects 
thus locking up the region’s investment 
opportunities. According to a diagnostic 
study report of the two corridors by U.S.-
based company Nathan Associates, Inc., 
the regional business community is losing 
over $1.9 billion annually in transportation 
costs due to the poor infrastructure on the 
northern and central corridors.
Improvement of the two corridors would 
enable the business community to re-invest 
the $1.9 billion and attract more foreign 
direct investments which stands at only 
$1.4 billion, thus creating more jobs for the 
growing regional population.
However, the lukewarm response by 
development partners to approve funds calls 
for the EAC partner states to develop new 
sources of funding.
The two corridors still facing facilitation 
problems that are hurting the business 
community connects the Port of Mombasa 
to markets in Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and 
Burundi, Southern Sudan, eastern DRC and 
parts of northern Tanzania, Ethiopia and 
Zambia.
The business community is experiencing 
problems that include timely delivery of 
goods to the buyer, fulfilling the good’s order 
cycle and the probability of receipt of goods 
in the correct amount, among others.

A section of the Northern Corridor under construction 
in Naivasha, Kenya. 
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As momentum builds behind private sector investment in 

African agricultural development, CCA will host the 
2012 U.S.-Africa Agribusiness Investment Forum 

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from November 12-14, 2012.
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http://www.cvent.com/events/u-s-africa-agribusiness-investment-forum-private-sector-opportunities-in-support-of-inclusive-agricu/event-summary-fdd07365136a440495416671cabc1920.aspx


After thirteen years, one of The Corporate 
Council on Africa’s longest running programs 
will come to an end, but its impact will 
continue. CCA was first awarded the South 
African International Business Linkages 
(SAIBL) cooperative agreement by the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
in 1998. Its focus was to create market 
driven linkages for small and medium-sized 
historically disadvantaged enterprises (HDEs), 
now more commonly referred to as Black 
Economic Empowerment (BEE) enterprises, 
which lacked resources to compete in the 
mainstream global economy. It was later 
renewed with an objective of establishing 
a private sector-led supplier diversity 
organization that will continue the work 
SAIBL started.

During SAIBL’s first phase, CCA partnered 
with ECIAfrica, a leading development 
organization in South Africa. Originally 
awarded for five years, the CCA consortium 
was granted several no-contest extensions, 
extending the program to a total of ten years 
with a budget of more than $24 million. 
The program generated over $1.7 billion in 
business transactions, about 18,000 jobs, 
and $28.5 million in AGOA exports. SAIBL 
was renewed in 2008, adding another South 
African organization, the National Business 
Initiative, as implementing partner along 
with ECIAfrica. A four-year program after 
an extension, SAIBL-2 generated over $600 
million in business transactions and over $30 
million in exports to the U.S.
SAIBL-2 supported the U.S. Government’s 
Economic Growth Objective in South Africa 
to generate rapid, sustained and broad-
based economic growth. It also directly 
complemented South Africa’s National 
Small Business Development strategy, which 
sought to create an enabling environment 
to encourage small business growth and 
development. SAIBL-2 supported the Broad 
Based Black Economic Empowerment 
legislation by improving the capacity 
of black businesses to integrate into 
domestic and international markets through 
increases in productivity, competitiveness, 
improvements in corporate governance, 

and the development and application of 
modern technology and marketing practices. 
SAIBL-2 sought to promote the creation and 
development of a corporate-led movement 
that fosters supplier development as a 
national competitive advantage and priority. 
It also sought to encourage systemic change 
in the way corporations, black businesses and 
business service providers (BSPs) do business 
with one another, while following sound 
business practices and market forces. 
SAIBL-2’s highest achievement has been 
the creation of the South African Supplier 
Diversity Council (SASDC) by forging vital 
partnerships with large South African and 
U.S. corporations in the country. SASDC 
is modeled on the U.S. National Minority 
Supplier Development Council (NMSDC) 
that was created to unlock procurement 
opportunities between minority-owned 
businesses and American corporations. 
SASDC was recognized for its support of 
the South African government’s economic 
program. The council currently has about 
22 corporate members and a database of 
certified black suppliers that will continue to 
grow. 
SAIBL-2 created supplier diversity programs 
for corporations to increase procurement from 
black suppliers, facilitated networking and 
matchmaking opportunities for black suppliers 
exporting to African and overseas markets, 
and promoted greater participation of women 
entrepreneurs in the mainstream economy. 
The program also designed and implemented 
tools to identify sound companies capable of 
doing business with large corporations and 
gaps in strategic management, leadership, 
marketing, operations, support and 
competitiveness.
Leaving behind significant accomplishments 
and lessons in driving the agenda of broad 
based economic development, the SAIBL 
program’s legacy will continue to be 
championed through SASDC as it strives to be 
the leading private sector lead organization 
on supplier diversity in South Africa and 
its direct relation to inclusive economic 
prosperity.       
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END OF AN ERA: 
SAIBL REACHES ITS FINAL CHAPTER

Sessions featuring senior level government 
officials and private sector representatives 
will look at innovative, inclusive business 
models in the agricultural sector that 
link smallholder farmers to market 
opportunities. Included in these sessions 
will be panels on cross-cutting issues such 
as public-private partnership, finance, risk 
mitigation, agricultural technologies, policy 
constraints and industry best practices and 
trends. Companies seeking to increase their 
visibility have the opportunity to exhibit 
throughout the conference. Those seeking 
networking opportunities can sign up for 
a new business-to-business matchmaking 
software launched by CCA’s U.S.-Africa 
Business Center (USABC) that links fellow 
attendees through private meetings. 
The USABC, a USAID-funded project 
that seeks to increase two-way trade and 
investment between the United States and 
sub-Saharan African economies, will be 
a central platform for the sustainability 
of the event by continuing business 
linkages established in Ethiopia. The 
USABC will soon have an ongoing, public 
presence, including an online “one-stop-
shop” web portal and business resource, 
which facilitates U.S.-African trade and 
highlights other initiatives designed to boost 
agricultural growth, trade and investment. 
The Forum has strong support from USAID, 
the African Union, the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa, the Food 
and Agricultural Organization and other 
multilateral entities. Several U.S. companies 
have already committed to represent the 
American private sector in Addis, including 
CCA member AGCO Corporation, which 
has a long-term vision for Africa that 
includes local manufacturing and assembly 
centers and demonstration facilities that 
incorporate smallholder farmers. For more 
information on the Forum and to register, 
please visit www.africacncl.org.

...continued from front page.

Then newly elected U.S. President, Barack Obama 
with SAIBL client Petite Design’s, Issy Penniken.

U.S. President, Barack Obama talks to one of the 
workers at SAIBL client, Petite Design.

LINKING U.S. AGRIBUSINESS 
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AFRICAN OPPORTUNITIES



The reconstructed two corridors would 
enable the EAC business community to save 
transportation costs of $1.9 billion by the 
year 2015, corresponding to an average 
reduction in transportation costs of 28 
percent, according to the report submitted to 
the EAC secretariat.
It adds that the northern corridor accounts 
for about three-quarters of the total 
transportation cost savings with cost 
reduction of $1.4 billion while the central 
corridor’s cost savings are estimated at $400 
million annually.
EAC Principal Engineer Mr. Hosea 
Nyangweso warns that the business 
community would only save that money by 
2015 with the partner states’ efforts to raise 
locally sourced funds.
“There is need to plan for privatization of 
roads like in South Africa so that road users 
are charged by the private sector. In turn, 
they pay taxes to government,” he said, 
adding that they also need to consider 
private public partnerships.
“It is important to note that these 
are expensive projects. For example, 
bituminizing one kilometer costs $1.2 
million, but the funds raised from privatized 
roads would fill up the gap created by the 
shortages,” he told East African Business 
Week in Arusha, Tanzania.
“It is also difficult to get a single financier. 
What partner states need to do is to look 
for several co-financiers. For example, for 
Namanga-AthiRiver-Arusha road that was 
funded by JICA and AfDB,” he advised.
“For example, the railway master plan drawn 
in 2009 got $1.4 million funding from AfDB 
this year to develop pre-feasibility studies,” 
he said, adding that they have also just 
received $400,000 to set up a railway unit 
at the EAC to enable them to look at the 
railway master plan in details.
He said that Trade Mark East Africa is also 
funding a short-term consultancy to develop 
profiles in the road master plan that would 
be presented to investors while other 
activities are ongoing in the civil aviation 
sector.
Kennedy Mbekeani of the African Economic 
Research Consortium in his paper on 
the theme “The Role of Infrastructure in 
Determining Export Competitiveness: 
Framework Paper” also attributes the poor 
trade performance of Africa to higher 
transportation costs that are a greater barrier 

to regional and international markets than 
import tariffs.
“Transport systems in sub-Saharan Africa are 
being weakened by lack of investment, thus 
affecting export performance and market 
development,” he noted.
These and many other negative effects led 
to the Tanzania’s business chief executive 
officers who recently attended the EAC 
Secretary General’s forum, organized by 
the East African Business Council (EABC) 
in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania to recommend 
that if the region is to reduce on the costs 
of doing business, there is need to enhance 
transportation infrastructure including 
railway and air transportation.
However, with the delay to repair the 
Kenya-Uganda railway line that the British 
built over a century ago, transforming 
the northern corridor into a modern 
transportation infrastructure is critical for the 

region’s business competitiveness.
Kenya has already launched the 
reconstruction of two 136 km road sections, 
one from Kericho to Kisumu and the other 
heading east towards Nakuru, which are 
both part of the northern corridor.
The 934 km journey from Mombasa, Nairobi 
and Kisumu to Busia on the Kenya-Uganda 
border takes on average twelve hours by car, 
which is about the same time one would 
spend travelling from Eldoret to Malaba 
border point - a distance of 927 km.
However, long-distance truckers who carry 
over 2.2 million tons of goods annually take 
much longer to cover that distance. Kenya 
Transport Association (KTA) chief executive 
Jane Njeru told the media in Nairobi, 
Kenya recently, adding that whereas freight 
traffic on the corridor has been growing 
at 20 percent a year, it is largely because 

ROAD CORRIDORS COULD UNLOCK INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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U.S.-NIGERIA
Infrastructure Conference

OCTOBER 10-11, 2012
MARRIOTT WARDMAN PARK HOTEL

WASHINGTON, DC

BUILDING THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
FOR NIGERIA’S VISION 20:2020

Nigeria aims to become one of the top 20 largest 

world economies by the year 2020, with a GDP of 

US $900 Billion. Now is the time for U.S. private 

sector investment in Nigeria’s infrastructure.

Join The Corporate Council on Africa and the 

Embassy of Nigeria for a two-day U.S.-Nigeria 

Infrastructure Conference. This forum, themed 

Nigeria: Building the Infrastructure for Vision 

20:2020, will feature ten Nigerian Ministers and 

eight State Governors as they present the 

development requirements and vast investment and 

contracting opportunities in Nigeria’s infrastructure 

sector. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about 

new project opportunities, make connections and 

meet directly with Nigerian and U.S. government 

officials and decision makers.
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CCA’s Agribusiness Working Group (AWG) 
held its September breakfast forum with a 
presentation by Nicholas Sabwa, Regional 
Trade and Markets Expert, of the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD). Mr. Sabwa presented on the 
Comprehensive African Agricultural 
Development Programme (CAADP), an 
African-owned, African-led program of 
NEPAD and the African Union that seeks 
to achieve an annual growth rate of six 
percent in African agriculture by 2015. 
Of CAADP’s four pillars, Pillar Two - 
“Market Access” - is the most tailored to 
private sector investment. Its objectives 
are to accelerate growth in the agricultural 
sector by raising the capacities of private 
entrepreneurs—including commercial and 
smallholder farmers—and to create the 
required regulatory and policy framework 
to facilitate regional trade and cross-country 
investments. To achieve CAADP goals, the 
private sector will need to be engaged and 
opportunities exist to provide equipment 
and services in commodity transportation, 
storage, packaging/handling systems, retail 
facilities, information technology and 
overall supply chains. 
Mr. Sabwa described how CAADP 
uses a framework for implementing the 
improvement of rural infrastructure and 
trade-related capacities for market access. 
This framework identifies key long-term 
challenges and strategies, aligns multiple 
stakeholders and uses African and non-
African best practices in implementation. 
Seven key development areas govern 
Pillar Two and provide opportunities for 
U.S. companies: enhancing productivity, 
upgrading value chains, capitalizing on 
international, regional and local demand, 
strengthening technology and innovation, 
promoting effective financing, stimulating 
private sector participation and improving 
infrastructure and energy access. 
Opportunities for companies to partner 
with CAADP’s agricultural development 
programs will be on display at the 2012 
U.S.-Africa Agribusiness Investment Forum, 
November 12-14, in Ethiopia, and high-
level representatives from the AU, NEPAD 
and CAADP will be in attendance. To learn 
more about Forum or CAADP Pillar Two, 
please visit www.africacncl.org. 

SOUTHERN AFRICA’S LEADING 
RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPANIES 

ON DISPLAY IN THE U.S.
The Southern 
Africa Trade 
Hub and the 
U.S. Embassy 
in Gaborone, 
Botswana 

supported a delegation of eight renewable 
energy companies from Botswana, Zambia, 
Namibia, Mozambique and South Africa to 
attend the Annual Solar Power International 
2012 Conference on September 10-14 in 
Orlando, Florida. Solar Power International 
(SPI) is the premier global solar energy 
conference and expo, designed to serve 
and advance the solar power industry. 
These companies joined more than 21,000 
attendees at the industry’s largest, most 
comprehensive solar energy event in 
North America. The keynote speaker at this 
weeklong event was former U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, who expressed his commitment 
to supporting the expansion and use of solar 
and renewable energy—both in the U.S., and 
in the world’s emerging and frontier market 
regions.
The Southern Africa delegation included 
Solar Power, the oldest company dedicated to 
natural resource development in Botswana; 
BPC Lesedi, which removes barriers to the 
utilization of renewable and clean energy 
in Botswana; Energy Systems Group, a 
prominent supplier and installer of solar 
systems in Botswana, Alternative Energy 
Systems, one of the leading suppliers and 
installers of solar electrical systems in 
Namibia; and AE-AMD Renewable Energy, 
a South African company that identifies, 
evaluates, develops and operates renewable 
energy power plants. AE-AMD is currently 
building 10-megawatt and 20-megawatt 
plants in South Africa and has an over 
60-megawatt pipeline for the next three years.
During the conference and exhibits, the 
executives from Southern Africa met with 
U.S. suppliers, distributors and manufacturers 
of solar energy products. Specifically, 
the executives met with Quanta Power 
Generation Group, which has resulted in 
discussions with AE-AMD for engineering, 

procurement, and construction services. In 
addition, discussions are already underway 
with ASP, a PV module manufacturer in 
the U.S. The Southern African executives 
identified suppliers of solar storage and are in 
advance discussions with Africa Energy Group 
in the U.S. to procure the solar systems. 
The executives also met in a special session 
with the U.S. Department of Commerce’s 
International Trade Administration and the 
U.S. Export-Import Bank.
There are many resources available to 
U.S. firms that are interested in exploring 
untapped market opportunities in Africa. 
For example, recently OPIC approved up 
to $250 million for the agency’s first solar 
power project in South Africa, a 60-megawatt 
plant that will help diversify the country’s 
electricity generation beyond its heavy coal 
concentration and in the process displace 
approximately 140,000 tons of greenhouse 
gas emissions in its first year alone. The OPIC 
financing will enable two U.S. companies, 
MEMC Electronic Materials and its subsidiary 
SunEdison, to construct and operate a solar 
photovoltaic plant in South Africa’s Free State 
province. All electricity generated by the 
plant will be sold to the national grid through 
a power-purchase agreement. Coal-fired 
plants currently produce 84 percent of South 
Africa’s electrical generation capacity. MEMC, 
based in St. Peters, Missouri, is a major 
global manufacturer of PV wafers and related 
products for the semiconductor and solar 
industries. Through its SunEdison subsidiary 
acquired in 2009, MEMC is also a developer 
of solar power projects and is a leading solar 
energy services provider.

The USAID Southern Africa Trade Hub (SATH) aims 
to increase international competitiveness, intra-
regional trade, and food security in the Southern 
African Development Community region. Starting in 
FEBRUARY 2010, SATH began delivering targeted 
technical assistance to governments, the private sector, 
and civil society organizations in support of advancing 
regional integration and increasing the trade capacity 
of selected value chains within Southern Africa.

OPPORTUNITIES 
ABOUND
UNDER
CAADP 
MARKET 
ACCESS 
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Ashleigh Cooper joined CCA in August 
2012 as a Program Manager, under the 
supervision of Ambassador Robert Perry, 
Vice President of CCA. A graduate of 
Temple University in Philadelphia, PA, 
Ashleigh holds her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Strategic Organizational Leadership with 
a minor in Psychology. After working as 
an Instructor at a public charter school in 
Washington, DC, her continued passion 
and interest in social justice and global 
affairs led her to pursue her Master’s 
degree. In May of 2011, she earned her 
Master of Science degree from Columbia 
University School of Social Work in 
New York, NY where she studied Social 
Enterprise Administration and International 
Social Welfare. 
Her experiences include field assignments 
at both Harlem Hospital and The New York 
State Health Foundation (NYSHEALTH). 
At Harlem Hospital, she served as a 
Community Health Worker addressing 
barriers to health care access through 
community outreach and empowerment 
which included engaging key community 
leaders and advocates, organizing 
health education workshops and health 
screenings, and counseling and family 
planning in the infectious disease unit. 
At NYSHEALTH, a private statewide 
health foundation, Ashleigh supported the 
management of the Special Projects Fund 
(SPF) grant portfolio.
In addition, Ashleigh worked at Global 
Potential, an international nonprofit 
where she provided social planning and 
community enterprise development in 
rural communities on the border of the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti. She 
later worked at Businesses United in 
Investing, Lending and Development 
(BUILD) managing a youth development 
entrepreneurship program.
Ashleigh is a member of the Association of 
Women Right’s in Development, Women 
Advancing Microfinance, and recently 
joined the American Public Health 
Association.

STAFF PROFILE:
ASHLEIGH COOPER

On August 21st, Ambassador Gene Cretz stressed that commercial 
diplomacy is at the core of his mission in Ghana. He acknowledged the 
need for an open line of communication between Ghanaian officials 
and the U.S. Embassy in Accra to support U.S. interests in general 
and U.S. private sector in particular. He is committed to helping U.S. 
companies achieve their investment goals in Ghana utilizing the 
different tools offered by the U.S. mission in Accra.

Ambassador David Wharton addressed CCA members on August 28th, 
expressing his optimism concerning the future of Zimbabwe despite its 
many challenges. He spoke of the influential role of the local business 
community in the country, and stated that sustainable growth is difficult 
without both a strong economy and a strong democracy. He stressed 
that catering to the local business community is essential, although it 
has to be done within the framework of international norms and with 
the sanctity of property firmly established. He also emphasized the 
importance of direct dialogue with the United States, as well as the 
need for all partners involved to be solution oriented. 

In a roundtable session on August 29th, Ambassador Deborah Malac 
discussed how the key to economic growth in Liberia is strengthening 
the private sector. She plans to develop strategic partnerships with the 
Liberian government to encourage businesses to realize their potential. 
As the Director of the Office of East African Affairs and a career Senior 
Foreign Service member, she brings a wealth of experience and 
expertise in agriculture and trade to help Liberia reach its economic 
goals.

Also speaking at the August 29th roundtable, Ambassador Alexander 
Laskaris drew on his past experiences in the Senior Foreign Service, 
including assignments throughout Africa and Iraq, to outline the 
challenges facing Guinea. He stressed the importance of bringing 
American and foreign investment into Guinea. He explained that 
American investments – with their high standards and cutting edge 
technology – will serve as incentives to attract other foreign investors 
in the Western African nation. He noted that strengthening the sanctity 
of contracts and continuing reforms to root out corruption would be 
critical to improving the investment climate.

During the month of August 2012, The Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) 
had the honor of hosting four newly appointed U.S. ambassadors en route 
to their respective country assignments in Africa. These roundtables were 
designed to give the ambassadors an opportunity to share their missions’ 
objectives and future plans with CCA members.

CCA HOSTS ROUNDTABLES WITH U.S. AMBASSADORS 
TO FOUR AFRICAN COUNTRIES



NOW ISTHETIMETO
INVEST INAFRICA

“Global executives and investors cannot

afford to ignore the continent’s immense

potential. Today the rate of return on

foreign investment in Africa is higher

than any other developing region.”

— McKinsey Global Institute
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DLA Piper is an 
international 
law firm with 
more than 4,200 
lawyers in 77 
offices around 
the world 

including the United States and Africa.
DLA Piper is one of the most active law 
firms on the continent of Africa, and has 
had an extensive Africa practice for more 
than a decade. DLA Piper is committed to 
working with our clients in Africa for the 
long term and our offices throughout Africa 
reflect that commitment.
DLA Piper represents project sponsors, 
governments, parastatals, and banking 
and financial institutions in the power, oil 
and gas, renewables, telecommunications, 
mining and infrastructure sectors. The firm’s 
M&A practice is consistently recognized 

among the global leaders.
DLA Piper’s Africa Practice Group includes 
more than 200 lawyers working in South 
Africa, Kenya, Zambia, Tanzania, Ghana 
and Egypt, as well as in London, New York, 
PaHs, Dubai, Houston and Washington, 
D.C. The firm provides a coordinated and 
experienced approach to achieving clients’ 
business objectives and combines local 
advice with international expertise.
Over the years DLA Piper’s lawyers have 
structured and closed some of the most 
innovative M&A, project development and 
finance, corporate finance, and cross-
border transactions across North America, 
Africa, Latin America, Europe and Asia.
For more information, contact Joseph Tato, 
joseph.tato@dlapiper.com, (212) 335-4975; 
or Andrianne Payson, andrianne.payson@
dlapiper.com, (212) 335-4765.

WaterHealth International (WHI) is a 
private sector company and the global 
leader in providing access to safe, high-
quality, affordable drinking water to 
underserved communities. WHI has 
developed a low-cost business model for 
the operation, maintenance and quality 
monitoring of community water purification 
systems i.e. WaterHealth Centers or WHCs. 
Using contemporary technologies including 
UV disinfection, WHI efficiently purifies 
available local water sources (both surface 
and underground) to WHO quality drinking 
water standards. WHI charges affordable 
user fees (for providing water purification 
services) to potential consumers, which 
ensures sustainability of the overall 
operations.
WHI has installed more than 500 WHCs 
across five countries which provide access 

to safe drinking water to more than 5 
million people. The company has been 
operating in Africa since 2008 and is 
currently providing access to safe water 
to over 200,000 people in underserved 
communities of Ghana, Nigeria and 
Liberia. 
WHI has established partnerships with 
Coca-Cola, Diageo and IFC through the 
“Safe Water for Africa” Partnership, the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation and 
USAID to roll out WHCs. In the coming 
years, the Company aims to significantly 
scale up its operations and enter new 
African markets and provide safe water 
access to over 2 million people and 
positively impacting people’s lives. 
WaterHealth International is therefore 
seeking additional partners to help its 
ambitious future growth.
For more information, please visit 
www.waterhealth.com or contact Sameer 
Mithal, Chief Development Officer, at 
smithal@waterhealth.com.

CCA MEMBER PROFILES
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CCA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 2012
Paul Hinks – Chairman
Symbion Power
Roger Blunt
Essex Construction, LLC
Harry G. Broadman
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
Carolyn Campbell
ECP Private Equity
Marc Cavaliere
South African Airways
Mark Chiaviello
Standard Bank Group of South Africa
David B. Cooke
Trade Finance Solutions, LLC
Michael Dignam – Chairman Emeritus
PAE
Terry Dunmire
Tetra Tech
Joe Edge
Star Building Systems
Desi Lopez Fafie
Oracle Corporation
Gboyega Ade Festus
United Bank for Africa Plc
Stephen Hayes
CCA President & CEO
Jeff Hoffman
Danya International
Robert Kayihura
Microsoft
William Killeen
Acrow Corporation of America
W. Russell King
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc.
George Kirkland
Chevron Corporation
Philip de Leon
AGCO
Liam M. Mallon
ExxonMobil Production Company
Mima Nedelcovych
Schaffer Global Group
Heather Pederson
The Boeing Company
Paul Ryberg
Africa Coalition for Trade
Thad Simons
Novus International, Inc.
Jeffrey Sturchio
Rabin Martin
Nils Tcheyan
General Electric
Susan C. Tuttle
IBM
Andrew Vesey
AES Corporation
Russ Webster
Cardno Emerging Markets USA, Ltd.
Diane Willkens
Development Finance International, Inc.
Earl Young
JR Boulle Company



ABOUT US
The Corporate Council 
on Africa (CCA), 
established in 1993, 
is at the forefront 
of strengthening 
and facilitating 
the commercial 
relationship between 
the United States and 

the African continent. CCA works closely 
with governments, multilateral groups and 
business to improve the African continent’s 
trade and investment climate, and to raise 
the profile of Africa in the U.S. business 
community.

CCA programs are designed to bring 
together potential business partners and 
raise Africa’s investment profile in the U.S. 
by developing critical contacts and business 
relationships and providing a forum for the 
exchange of information and ideas.

TRANSITIONS
CCA welcomes new members American 
Patriot Solar Community; DLA Piper and 
WaterHealth International. 

RECENT EVENTS
8/21: Roundtable Discussion with the 
U.S. Ambassador to Ghana, Gene Cretz 

8/21: CCA’s Nigeria Working Group 
presents “A Conversation on Economic & 
Security Issues Facing Nigeria”

8/23: “A Roundtable on Zimbabwe” with 
the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of 
Zimbabwe, David Bruce Wharton

8/29: Roundtable Discussion with U.S. 
Ambassadors to Liberia and Guinea

9/6: CCA’s Agribusiness Breakfast 
Forum presents “Opportunities for U.S. 
Agribusinesses within CAADP Pillar II: 
Market Access”

9/21: CCA’s DRC Working Group 
presents “Opportunities in Mining and 
Infrastructure in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo”

9/26: A Special Dinner in Honor of 
President Goodluck Jonathan of Nigeria

9/27: Forum: Financing Africa’s Economic 
Growth
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the dilapidated railway system now carries 
less than 5 percent of cargo inland from 
Mombasa.
“Traffic congestion through Nairobi’s Uhuru 
highway, a 12 km section of the northern 
corridor, which divides the capital city in 
two, takes one to two hours on average,” 
said Hussein Abdul, a truck driver traveling 
between Mombasa and Kigali.
“Nairobi resident’s crowd onto this short 
stretch of road with truckers and other 
drivers that are passing through, creating 
horrendous traffic jams,” he told East African 
Business Week in Nairobi recently.
He added that poorly maintained sections 
of the northern corridor and frequent traffic 
accidents also slow down traffic flow.
Ms. Njeru added that traffic costs account 
for 30 percent of the value of goods along 
the corridor, aggravating the final price that 
the consumers have to pay for the goods.
Kenya’s Prime Minister Raila Odinga, 
however, said that the government 
is building a modern transportation 
infrastructure to open up and support the 
development of Kenya and the region.
“Improvement of all major roads is part of 
the government’s infrastructure development 
master plan, which is one of the pillars 
of the country’s Vision 2030,” he said 
at the launch of the World Bank funded 
reconstruction of the two sections of the 
northern corridor in Kenya recently. World 
Bank team leader for the Northern Corridor 
Transport Improvement Project Josphat 
Sasia said that completion of the road 
reconstruction would reduce time to less 
than 24 hours from Mombasa to Malaba and 
Busia and also reduce bottlenecks to open 
up trade and investment opportunities for 
the East Africa region.
“The northern corridor project is an 
investment of $920 million and includes 
components for improvement of Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi and 

Kisumu Airport in the western region,” Sasia 
added.
The bank is funding half of the total, while 
the balance comes from the government and 
other development partners, including the 
French Development Agency and European 
Investment Bank.
“We are working with the World Bank and 
other partners to develop highways that 
will facilitate traffic flow and improve road 
safety,” said the Kenya Minister for Roads 
Franklin Bett.
“Large sections of this corridor are in 
poor state but part of the $300 million 
transportation improvement project, 
approved by the bank in May 2011, would 
finance the reconstruction works of 147 km 
from Kisumu to Kitale,” added the minister.
“I lose business due to frequent vehicle 
breakdowns because of the poor road from 
Kisumu to Kakamega,” said Mohammed 
Abdi Karim, a bus driver with Eldoret 
Express who has been driving on this road 
for 36 years.
TradeMark Southern Africa Programme 
Director Mark Pearson told East African 
Business Week in Kigali, Rwanda that East 
Africa needs to reduce on challengers of 
developing infrastructure where roads, 
railways and electricity transmission lines 
usually do not have enough traffic to allow a 
positive return on investment in the short run 
to medium term.
“It is important that governments use grants 
and/or concessionary loans to leverage 
and/or blend with commercial loans, 
concessionary infrastructure and subsidize 
until traffic volumes rise, entering into forms 
of public private partnerships,” he said.
This article was provided by CCA member 
allAfrica.com. AllAfrica Global Media is a multi-
media content service provider, systems technology 
developer and the largest electronic distributor of 
African news and information worldwide.
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